
SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 
 

During our 9:30 Worship Service & 

Sunday School time, we have 

childcare for infants through  

two -year olds.  During our 11:00 

Worship Service, we have 

childcare available for  

infants through PreK.  

 

 

 

 

Our Vision Statement  

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

 

 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 

8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 

5:00 p.m. in the Worship Center  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

SERVICES 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 AM to 4 PM, M ñF 

1533 Springhouse Road  

Allentown, PA 18104  

Phone: 610 -398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 

www.asburylv.org  

Publicity Requests:  

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/  

Asbury United  

Methodist Church  

@asburyumclv  

Senior Pastor  

Eric S. Yeakel 

The Vine  
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faith in action é imagine your life changed  

     

  

 

  

This past Sunday, we implemented new cameras to stream our worship ser-
vices live. The new cameras are able to zoom in, show all areas of the stage, 
and also show the screens. One of our online viewers gave us this feedback 
"The new variety in angles and the close-up of the pulpit area were GREAT!!!  
it looked much more professional. AND we loved the view of the screen.ò 
There are several other improvements that we are looking to make for online 
worship in the near future.     
 

A quality online service is vital to reach people for Christ in the 21
st
 century.  

Many people will watch a service online before they even visit a church. If 
they donôt like the online worship experience they will never visit in person.  
Itôs also a great way to worship when you are out of town or cannot attend 
Asbury on Sundays.     

 

I want to thank Jim and Gail Furry whose contribution made it possible to pur-
chase the cameras and new equipment for online viewing. I also want to 
thank Steve Howorth for installing the new system. Steve has done a tremen-
dous job handling our online worship services for many years.   
 

Christmas is one of my favorite times of the year and there is nothing better 
than a candlelight Christmas Eve service. I love the celebration of light over-
coming the darkness. I am looking forward to our time in worship together this 
Christmas Eve.    

     See you in worship! 
     Pastor Eric 

 

Join us this Sunday, 12/23, at 9:30 or 11:00 
AM in the Sanctuary for special musical 
worship services. Hear stories about and 
sing your favorite carols as we prepare for 

the birth of our Savior!  
 

(There will be NO 8:00 AM service.) 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
 

Sunday 12/23 

Open Door: 5 PM, Worship Center  
 

Monday 12/24  

Traditional: 1 PM, 7 PM, & 9 PM, Sanctuary  

Family Service: 3 PM, Sanctuary 

Open Door: 4:15 PM, Worship Center  
 

(Please note there is no 11:00 PM Service.) 



 
        

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
  

ñChristmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by 
giving the light of love to those who need it most.ò  

              ~ Ruth Carter Stapleton 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
 Lord, we ask your mercy on those who are hospitalized, in rehab, 
or recently discharged, especially Susan Jennings, Carol OôNeill, 
William Burfeind &  Paul Theisen.  

For those who mourn  
 Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones.  
Especially be with the family of Armav (16) who passed away after 
a long battle with cancer, and the family of Lynne Decker, who 
passed away in a car accident.  

For those who need your special help   
Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us all 
like a parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love and mercy for us, 
we lift up those who need your special help.  
¶ For father, Jake, from Jeff Hoover 
¶ For father, Jim, from Jennifer Curry 
¶ For niece, Emily, fighting cancer, from Jeff & Marcia Burk 
¶ For sister, Tina, with Parkinsonôs, from Dolores Ehly-Young 
¶ For friend, Pierre, awaiting a transplant, from Cindy Kutz 
¶ For brother, Larry, facing cancer surgery, from Jan Lewis 
¶ For Ben & Kathryn Gress 

For our children 
 Lord, help our children to spread forgiveness through the world and 
always remember what Christmas is all about. 

For the world, its people and its leaders 
 We pray for the victims of the violence in Strasburg, France, from 
Carlen & Mei-Ling Blackstone. 

For our congregation 
 Father, we ask you to give additional strength to all those experi-
encing grief, so that they may get through the holidays. 

With thanksgiving for our joys 
 Father, we thank you for giving us the gift of Jesus, the greatest 
Christmas gift of all.  

For the missions we support  
Today our prayers are with the Zimmerman family, our mission 
partners in Kathmandu, Nepal. Dr. Mark Zimmerman is a physician 
working to improve healthcare in Nepal; his wife Deirdre works to 
fight malnutrition among the Nepalese. We pray for the entire Zim-
merman family (Mark, Deirdre, and teenage sons Zachary & Benja-
min) in their work as the hands and feet of Christ for a people in 
great need. 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & CARE 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS OF REMEMBRANCE: Asburyôs 
Parish Health Ministry annually provides a special Christmas orna-
ment for those who have recently lost a loved one. There is a table 
in the Parlor/Community Room for you to select an ornament and 
give tribute to his/her life. It helps with the journey of grieving and 
coping without your loved one through the holidays. Friends and 
family are welcome to take one for others coping with a loss. We 
thank Kathy Woodley and her family for making these ornaments. 
 

ASBURYôS UMW STAMP MINISTRY: Containers are located 
on the table near the elevator on the upper level and across from 
the office on the lower level to place your used postage stamps. 
Foreign and U.S. stamps are needed, but machine generated 
stamps cannot be used. Leave PLENTY of paper surrounding the 
stamp, and no paper clips or rubber bands, please! These stamps 
are sold to stamp dealers, and the proceeds are used to benefit 
and distribute Sunday School materials for many denominations 
throughout Central and South America. Contact Jan Kuhns 
(jjk214@msn.com) for additional information.     
 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2019: The sign-up chart to sponsor altar 
flowers for 2019 is now posted across from Room 218 on the up-
per level of the church. Please add your name and phone number 
next to the date that you wish to sponsor and you will be contacted 
prior to that date for your dedication. The cost for sponsorship of 
the two vases or an additional arrangement is $45.00.  
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE: The 
objective of this $3000 scholarship is to provide opportunities for 
students to study internationally and to develop an appreciation for 
other cultures and other countries. The scholarship is for juniors, 
seniors or graduate students who will be studying outside of the 
US for a full semester. Specific requirements and applications are 
available in the church office and on the website.  
 

JEWELS OF HOPE:  What a great Christmas gift this makes 
for a special someone! This is handmade jewelry crafted by chil-
dren in South Africa. The money collected from the sale of the 
jewelry has assisted the children in helping their families pay for 
food, and school. There are a few pieces of jewelry left; please 
contact Cindy Mellen (cjmellen63@gmail.com) for information.  
 

SAVE THE DATES:  The next session of ñFollowò will begin on 
January 9, 2018, and will be a study of the book of Hebrews.  A 
congregational meeting to discuss ñThe Way Forwardò is planned 
for Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 7:00 PM in the Worship 
Center.  More information to follow. 

It was a glorious Saturday afternoon here at 
Asbury Church on 12/8 when 40 children, 
their guardians, siblings and host sponsor 
families gathered in the Wesley Center for 
our annual Angel Tree Christmas Party. The 
laughter, the smiles, the excitement and the 
joy seen in the faces of sponsors, parents, 
and volunteers as children who otherwise 
might not know the joy of Christmas this year 
was contagious. 

 

But it could not have happened with the contribution of so many. 
So on behalf of the children who were delighted with craft-making, 
photo booth picture-taking, eating pizza and sharing cookies, par-
ticipating in a magic show and the excitement of Santa Claus de-
livering gifts from their incarcerated parent allow me to say thank 
you. 
 

Across the nation, nearly 43 thousand children will know the joy of 
Christmas because of volunteers and sponsors like each of you 
here at Asbury Church. And so, to everyone from the team, our 
host families, the many volunteers, our Santa & Mrs. Claus and 
the numerous gift-givers big and small, thank you for making 
12/8/18 the best day for forty children from our community. 
   

Bill Arnold, Director of Congregational Care 

A Few Notes from the Business Manager 
We will be closing the books for 2018 on January 4, 2019.  Con-
tributions marked 2018 received after January 4 will be credited 
to 2019. Please remember to  indicate your envelope number on 
all correspondence.   
 

Please do not put contributions for different years on the same 
check ï each year must be deposited separately.  
 

Remember, you can now make contributions to Asbury directly 
through text giving using the Pushpay App, or you can go to the 
Asbury Giving page by clicking on this link:   

 

http://www.asburylv.org/portal2/Resources/Giving.aspx 
 

Electronic giving through Vanco will no longer 
be available after December 31, 2018.   

 

Please call the church office if you have any questions about 
electronic giving options. 
   Blessings, 
   Israel Olivieri, Jr.   
   (iolivieri@asburylv.org) 



FAITH DEVELOPMENT MISSION & SERVICE 

Contact Pam Unrath, Director of Childrenôs Ministries, 
for information on all 

Childrenôs Ministries activities & opportunities. 
(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577) 

 

Contact Aaron Forney,   
Director of Youth Ministries, 
for information on all 

Youth Ministries activities & opportunities. 
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577) 

 

 

This week in Sunday School:  Weôll spend one final week talking about the coming 
birth of Jesus before our Christmas celebrations take place!   
 

 Sunday School Classes:  Middle School (Grades 6-8, Room 108),  
 High School (Grades 9-12, Youth Lounge).  
 Both classes meet from 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM. 
 

Please note:  There is no Youth Sunday School on Sunday, December 30.  
 
There is no Youth Group this Sunday night (December 23) or next Sunday 
(December 30). Have a very Merry Christmas and join us in the new year (January 6). 
Youth Group is open to students in Grades 6-12. 
 
Not sure if an event will take place because of winter weather? Visit www.asburyym.org 
or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed (no accounts required to 
access) before leaving home!  Also, make sure youôre signed up for the Asbury Youth 
Ministries weekly email, which will also send notifications for cancelled events. 
 
Keep up-to-date with us online! Sign up for our weekly email and visit 
www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed. No 
accounts are required to access any of the social media accounts. 

CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL & ACTIVITIES  
 

CHILD CARE is available during the 9:30 AM Worship Service for Infants through Age 3 
in Room 218. Child care is also provided during the 11:00 AM service in Room 218.     

 

SPARK (Ages 3 & 4):  We canôt wait to share the amazing Christmas 
story with our preschoolers! The birth of Godôs Son deserves a huge 
celebration, and thatôs why all month long we are going to have a 
ñbirthday bashò for Jesus! This week we will celebrate that Jesus, 
Godôs Son, has been born! 
 

BLAST (Age 4 through Grade 5):  We know that God is full of love 
and grace for us. Throughout this Advent season, we have been look-
ing at ñcompassionò and how God gave us the gift of Jesus. This week 
we head to Luke 2:8-20 where the shepherds are visited by an angel 
who tells them about the birth of a Savior. The shepherds were so 

excited they ran to meet Jesus and then quickly shared the good news with others. It is 
our hope that this story points our children to this weekôs bottom line: We can share the 
good news about Jesus.  

We hope you, your family and friends will join us this Christmas Eve at the 3:00 PM 
Family Worship Service.  This year will be a wonderful experience as more than 50 chil-
dren will lift their voices in leading us in worship and celebrating the birth of Jesus.  

Assistant Principal Shannin Peters is on 
the left and Counselor Tracy Cummins is 
on the right. 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
For December 2018, Change For 
Change is designated for Laundry on 
Linden, whose mission is to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus while at the same time 
proclaiming His love, compassion and 
truth to the homeless community of 
Allentown by providing laundry services, 
prayer, and spiritual conversations. 
Please place your loose change in the 
Change For Change (CFC) containers in 
the rear of the Sanctuary or the Worship 
Center.  
 

Ramos Update 

 

Because of you, Christmas morning will 
be a little brighter for a number of 
impoverished Ramos School families. On 
Monday, 12/17, two van-loads of gifts 
were delivered to Ramos School for 55 
children and their parents. Thank you, 
Asbury, for your generosity! 

 
 

Assistant Principal Shannin Peters is on the left 
and Counselor Tracy Cummins is on the right.  


