
Our Vision Statement 

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 

8:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

11:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 

5:00 PM in the Worship Center 

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 AM to 4 PM, M—F 

1533 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104 

Phone: 610-398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 

www.asburylv.org 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service & 

Sunday School time, we have 

childcare for infants through 

two-year olds.  During our 11:00 

Worship Service, we have 

childcare available for  

infants through PreK.  

Publicity Requests: 

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/ 

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

@asburyumclv 

The Vine 
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faith in action… imagine your life changed 

     

 

Itôs time again to invite every one of you to participate in the Christian Camping Ministry 
of the Eastern PA Conference this summer. I know many of us already do, but if partici-
pation in the camping ministry is truly ñGodôs Place Apart – Transforming Livesò as it ad-
vertises, then many more of us could benefit from this incredible experience. Just ask 
Tammy and Eric Yeakel, Will Kratz, Marsha Johnston, Jenn Springer, Sarah Kinzel, Isra-
el and Lisa Olivieri, Pam Unrath, Barb Grieble, Dick and Linda McCreight, Michele 
Godiska, Jim Fullton, Mei-Ling Blackstone, and many others about what a difference it 
has made in their personal faith journey as volunteer counselors. Then ask Gabby and 
Cristian Olivieri, Elijah and Nathan Kinzel, Emily and Griffin Unrath, Will and Laurel 
Campbell, Chris Lenhart, Carly Cline, Jaxson Goodge and many others about what a 
difference it has made in their lives to have spent a week at camp each summer. 

There are opportunities for all ages to participate, and even though there are more rustic 
opportunities, many campers reside in lodges with indoor plumbing and air conditioning.  
Not only does camping change individual lives, but entire churches are transformed by 
transformed individuals. A week of Christian camp provides opportunities for leadership 
development for campers and counselors while they learn about how our Christian faith 
affects our relationships, priorities, and the way we have fun.  As we embrace the whole 
of Godôs creation, we enjoy time away from technology, our daily routine, and stressful 
lifestyles.  Donôt miss out on this ñEnvironment of Encounterò this summer. 

There are brochures for Pocono Plateau, Camp Innabah, and Gretna Glen available at 
the Information Tables around the church. Scholarship help is readily available from the 
church and tiered pricing makes it as affordable as possible.  For more information, con-
tact me (484-767-5477 or blackstonec@verizon.net) or call the church office.   
 

      Hope to see you at camp! 

      Carlen Blackstone 

     

Asbury Church is going óOVER THE EDGEô 
and you can help!  

 
Together we can build a stronger community and have fun doing it. On Saturday, 5/12, 
approximately 80 individuals will join together at the top of Tower 6, the soon-to-be-
completed glass-and-steel office building at Sixth & Hamilton Streets in Allentown, and 
rappel down the side of the building in support of The Lehigh Conference of Churches. 
The Lehigh Conference of Churches, in partnership with City Center Allentown and Over 
The Edge, has put together this fundraising event with a goal of raising $100,000 to help 
local families and individuals in crisis and to bring awareness to The Conference and its 
work in the community.  
 

Asbury members Sheri Miltenberger, Robin Fitch and Brian Fitch have graciously agreed 
to be Asburyôs representatives in this exciting adventure!  Hereôs how you can helpé
Each participant has to raise $1,000 to secure their spot. Asbury in Mission has agreed to 
match all donations dollar for dollar (up to $1000). The money raised will help The Con-
ference continue its life-changing work, meeting basic human needs and providing a 
sense of belonging and hope to the thousands of lives touched each year. For more in-
formation or to make a donation, visit www.asburylv.org/OverTheEdge. 

Charley Myers has recently stepped down as Chairperson of the Finance Committee .  
Please join us in saying ñTHANK YOU!ò to Charley for his many years of service, his 
time, and his true passion for his work on Finance and in various leadership roles. Char-
ley will continue to serve Asbury through other ministries including special events, AIM, 
and the West Virginia Youth Work Trips.  A new chairperson is currently being sought, 
and an announcement will be made once that individual is identified. 

mailto:blackstonec@verizon.net
http://www.asburylv.org/


RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 

 
        

 

 

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
ñThe highest form of worship is the worship of unselfish Christian 
service. The greatest form of praise is the sound of consecrated 

feet seeking out the lost and helpless.ò 
      Billy Graham 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
 Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently hos-

pitalized or recently discharged, especially Robert Davis, 
Jaxson Rosado-Goodge, Dottie Windt, Nathan Cowling, Rich-
ard Wilson and William Burfeind. 
For those who mourn 
 Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones. 

Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal love.    
For those who need your special help   
 Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 

all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we lift up these people who need your 
special help:  
¶ Health and healing for husband Ben, from Kathryn Gress 
¶ Health and healing for son David, from Gladys Pickering 
For our children 
 Father, as our children walk through their days, we pray you 

would give them clear direction in doing your will, so they may 
remain within your protection. Give them wisdom to know when 
to shy away from potential harm, both physically and spiritually, 
then help them courageously walk away from it  

 

For our congregation  
Lord, help us see your face in the faces of the people around 
us. Give us courage to love one another even when love seems 
like a risk. Give us compassion for those who are unlike us.   
For the world, its people and its leaders 
 Bring an end to violence, hatred and discord. Steady the feet 

that rush into war and the finger poised on the trigger. Guide all 
those in positions of power—whether that power is political or 
physical or social—and give them wisdom to use their power 
wisely.   
With thanksgiving for our joys 

Father, we look forward to the wedding of Allison Osborne to 
James Ignatz-Hoover on 4/28 in Cleveland, and ask that you 
bless their marriage richly. 
For the missions we support  
 This weekôs mission prayer is for Everlasting Life Ministries., a 

non-denominational church in Allentown.  The Allentown warm-
ing station at the Fountain Pool House off Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive is operated by Everlasting Life Ministries during the winter 
season under contract with the cityôs Community Development 
Block Grant program.  The warming station hosted 310 male 
and female guests last winter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us on Sunday, 5/6, as we take a special moment dur-
ing worship to recognize all health care professionals who make a 
profound difference in our lives and in our communities. We are 
so grateful for their extraordinary devotion and compassion in 
caring for patients and families. If you or someone you know is a 
health care professional, we invite you and your family to a spe-
cial luncheon in your honor at 12:00 Noon in the Wesley Center. 
Visit www.asburylv.org for more information or to RSVP for the 
luncheon. We are also looking for volunteers to help with this 
event. If you would like to volunteer to help at the luncheon 
please visit the website and click on the link to sign up. 
 
UMW COLLECTION FOR APRIL is new or gently-used hard 
eyeglass cases. These will be used later to assemble kits for the 
Lionôs Club to distribute to persons in need. Contact Marsha 
Johnston (mljsv@ptd.net)  with any questions. Please place them 
in the UMW designated plastic bin across from the office.  
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, 5/9, at 7:00 PM in 
the Aldersgate Room.  Carlen Blackstone will conclude this pro-
gram year's study of The Bible Jesus Read by Philip Yanc-
ey.  Lesson 8, "Advance Echoes of a Final Answer" will be dis-
cussed.  All women are welcome to attend.  For more information, 
please contact Brenda Baxter (brendabaxter14@gmail.com) or 
Judy Whitby (jmwhitby@aol.com).  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Sponsors are needed for several sum-
mertime Sundays. Sponsoring the altar flowers is a wonderful 
way to honor or remember a special person or commemorate a 
special event.  Available dates are 5/27 (the Sunday before Me-
morial Day), 7/1, 7/8 or 7/29 and 8/5 or 8/19.  Sign up on the flow-
er calendar across from Room 216 or contact Susan Berry 
(b33su3@gmail.com or 610-737-0356).   

ALL ARE INVITED to help our Trustees do a 
Spring Clean-Up of our property on Saturday, 
5/5, from 7:30 AM to 12:00 Noon. There will 
be lots of jobs to do (small and some a bit 
larger) in every area of our property. If you 
prefer to work inside the building, there are 
always areas that could use some attention.  

 

Plan to bring work gloves, rakes, shovels, clippers, wheelbarrows 
and a trailer or two for transporting branches, leaves, and yard 
waste to the recycling center. Coffee and donuts will be provided! 

RELIEF FROM GRIEF 
Asbury Church is pleased to announce, ñRelief from Grief,ò a six-
week introductory opportunity for those who have experienced a 
recent or lingering loss. Beginning Friday, 5/25, participants in 
ñRelief from Griefò will explore and discover pathways to incorporate 
and integrate those losses into their daily living through Yoga and 
Community.  While pre-registration is required, participants are invit-
ed to select the classes and sessions that best fit their needs, inter-
est and availability. 
 

The small group grief sharing experience, facilitated by Bill Arnold, 
M.Div, M.A.C.C. and Director of Congregational Care will begin at 
1:00 PM in the Upper Level Parlor/Community Room.  At 2:00 PM, 
Jamie Laputka, 200RYT, RPYT, Yoga Therapist, Reiki Practition-
er, Yoga Instructor and Birth Doula will take over and lead attendees 
in a one-hour Yoga Class.  Bill and Jamie have designed these of-
ferings to allow you to have a unique one-hour or a unified two-hour 
experience based on your schedule and availability. 
 

Participants will be asked to park in the Upper Level Parking lot and 
to enter the building through Upper Level (Sanctuary) glass entry 
doors. Those attending the Yoga class are asked to bring their own 
yoga mat and will be asked to contribute a small donation of $5.00 
per session which will be used to offset expenses.  
 

For more information, including scholarship availability, please con-
tact Bill Arnold (610-217-1070 or barnold@ashburylv.org) or through 
the church office. 

mailto:barnold@ashburylv.org


INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 
 

 Contact Pam Unrath, Director of Childrenôs Ministries, for  

information on all Childrenôs Ministries activities & opportunities. 

(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

Eastern Pennsylvania Annual Conference is June 14-16  
The United Methodist Church is considered to be a ñconnectional churchò, which means that 
throughout our denomination, our congregation is uniquely linked to all other congregations 
through an interlocking chain of conferences. An annual conference is only one of several 
types of conferences that govern United Methodist congregations. The annual conference is 
a regional body composed of the clergy members and a lay member or members from each 
charge. A ñchargeò is one or more churches served by a minister under appointment by the 
bishop. 
 

Asbury Church is part of the Eastern PA Conference led by Bishop Peggy Johnson. The 
theme of this yearôs conference is ñWe Will All Be Changedò which comes from 1 Cor. 
15:51. (ñListen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changedéò). 
Teaching sessions, discussions, worship services and celebrations will highlight variations 
on the theme. Pastor Eric Yeakel and Mrs. Judy Ehninger will be representing Asbury at 
annual conference. Other lay persons are welcome to attend. If youôd like to learn more, 
please visit the epaumc.org website and click on Annual Conference link under Events. 
Please keep Bishop Johnson, the delegates, and presenters in your prayers. 

 

CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL & ACTIVITIES 
 
 

There will be no child care services or BLAST this Sunday, 4/29, as children and 
their families are invited to go into the community as part of #LoveLehighValley. 
We will resume our normally scheduled activities on 5/6.   
 
Kidsô Club will meet on Friday, 5/18, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Children Age 4 through 
Grade 5 are invited to spend the evening with us. We will provide a light dinner as well 
as games, crafts, snacks and a lesson on ñHonesty.ò   Please RSVP to Pam Unrath by 
Wednesday, 5/16. 
 
 

VBS will be July 23–27, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon, for children Ages 4 
through Grade 5. This high energy, fun-filled week allows children to learn, 
grow and experience Godôs love as they participate in Music, Games, 
Story-telling, Art & Science and Snack workshops each day. Registration 
forms are available in the Church Office and in the Worship Center at the 
beginning of BLAST. Register early to be sure to get a spot! 

 

Contact Aaron Forney,  Director of Youth Ministries, for 

information on all Youth Ministries activities & opportunities. 

(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

 

There is no Sunday School or Youth Group this week as Asbury participates in 
#LoveLehighValley. Join us next week (Sunday School from 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM; 
Youth Group from 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM)! 

 

West Virginia Work Week High School Mission Trip 
July 15-21, 2018 

Registration opening soon! 
 

Keep up-to-date with us online! Sign up for our weekly email, visit www.asburyym.org or 
check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed. No accounts are required to 
access any of the social media accounts. 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
This monthôs Change For Change will 
support the ministry of the Nickelsburg 
family in Asia. The Nickelsburgs are 
Asbury mission partners working to 
share the message of Christôs love with 
our Asian brothers and sisters.  ñChange 
For Changeò containers are located at 
the rear of the Sanctuary and in the 
Worship Center. 
 
 

 

IT'S THAT  
TIME AGAIN!! 

 
 

Once again on Mother's Day, 5/13, 
boxes of baby bottles will be available at 
the doors of the Sanctuary (and the 
Open Door Service on 5/20) that you 
may take, fill with spare change, and 
then return on or before Father's Day, 
6/17. All the money goes to Bright Hope 
of the LV, an agency supported by 
Asbury In Mission. Bright Hope is an 
organization that provides pregnancy 
support and life skills education. This 
includes pregnancy and ultrasound 
testing, comprehensive options 
education, and ongoing support. Their 
community education programs speak 
on these same subjects in schools, 
churches, and area prisons. They also 
have a temporary housing program for 
homeless pregnant women. 
 

 

Save the Date! 
Asbury In Mission Yard Sale 
Saturday ~ June 16, 2018 
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Wesley Center 

 
 

 
 

 
 

From our Financial Secretary: 
 

When submitting receipts for 
payment or statement credit, please 
attach them to the appropriate form 
which may be found in my mailbox in 
the workroom. 
 

 Suzanne Weida 

EXTRAVAGANT  

GENEROSITY 

Adult Inquirers Class is the avenue for people to learn about Asbury Church and possi-
bly join the church. We encourage people to take some time to learn about our specific 
mission and  vision, ministries, and United Methodism before making a decision about 
becoming a full member. The next session is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, 5/6, 
from 12:30 to 4:30 PM.  Classes will also be held on thee Wednesdays in the summer 
to coincide with Kids Club (6/20, 7/18 & 8/15) from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  For more infor-
mation or to register, please contact Laurie Wallace Theisen (ltheisen@asburylv.org) in 
the church office. 



Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeakel@asburylv.org 

Bill Arnold, Dir. of Congregational Care barnold@asburylv.org 

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Dir. of Lay Ministries ltheisen@asburylv.org 

Pam Unrath,  Dir. of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org 

Aaron Forney, Dir. of Youth Ministries, Marketing  

   Coordinator & Open Door Band Leader  aforney@asburylv.org 

Karen Bowermaster, Dir. of Preschool preschool@asburylv.org 

Cristina Lenner, Dir. of Communications clenner@asburylv.org 

Israel Olivieri, Jr., Business Manager iolivieri@asburylv.org 

Frank Taylor, Head Custodian ftaylor@asburylv.org 
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Weekly Calendar 

Copies of Asburyôs financial picture (as of 3/31) are available at both the upper and lower 
level Welcome Center desks.  Updates will be issued monthly as they become available. 

April 29, 2018 
No Worship Services 

     
 Sunday, April 29 / #LoveLehighValley Day  Wednesday, May 2 (continued)  

  
  6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters - 204 

   6:30 p.m.  Launching Into Bible Study - 208 

     
   Thursday, May 3  

   9:00 a.m.  Keep in Touch - Aldersgate  

   6:30 p.m.  CS Pack 12 Den Meeting - 106 

   6:30 p.m.  Grieving Mindfully - Aldersgate  

 * Note:  There are no worship services scheduled for today.  7:00 p.m.  Nar -Anon - 108 

 We are joining with other churches and participating in a  7:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir - 102 

 community service day. More information can be found on    
 our website, www.asburylv.org  Friday, May 4  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6:30 a.m.  Friday Morning Men's Group - Aldersgate  

 6:30 p.m.  Disciple  I - 217 1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - Wesley Center  

     
 Monday, April 30  Saturday, May 5  

 5:30 p.m.  Asbury Trio - Sanctuary  7:30 a.m.  Asbury Work Day - Building & Grounds  

 6:30 p.m.  Worship Praise Band Rehearsal - Sanctuary    
 6:30 p.m.  BS Troop 12 Court of Honor - Wesley Center/106  Sunday, May 6 / Communion  

 7:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 Den Meeting - 210 8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  

 7:00 p.m.  Private Rehearsal - 102 9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  

   9:30 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 

 Tuesday, May 1  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  

 10:00 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study - 108 10:45 a.m.  Small Group Prophecy Study - 217 

 12:30 p.m.  Program Staff  Meeting ( group ) - Aldersgate  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

 6:30 p.m.  UMW Board - 106 12:00 p.m.  Healthcare Worker Brunch - Wesley Center  

 6:30 p.m.  Financial Peace University - 217 12:30 p.m.  Adult Inquirers Class - Aldersgate  

 7:00 p.m.  OA - 108 5:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 Committee - Aldersgate  

 8:30 p.m.  Open Door Band Rehearsal - Worship Center  5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - Worship Center  

   6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - Wesley Center  

 Wednesday, May 2  6:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 Den Meeting - 215 

 8:15 p.m.  SPRC Subcommittee - Aldersgate  6:30 p.m.  Disciple  I - 217 

 1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - 108 6:30 p.m.  Armor of God - 208 

 6:30 p.m.  Church Council - Aldersgate  6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108 

     


