
Our Vision Statement 

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 

8:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:30 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

11:00 AM in the Sanctuary 
 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 

5:00 PM in the Worship Center 

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 AM to 4 PM, M—F 

1533 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104 

Phone: 610-398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 

www.asburylv.org 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service & 

Sunday School time, we have 

childcare for infants through 

two-year olds.  During our 11:00 

Worship Service, we have 

childcare available for  

infants through PreK.  

Publicity Requests: 

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/ 

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

@asburyumclv 

The Vine 
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faith in action… imagine your life changed 

       

 
 

      
 

 

Christmas is truly a love story.  The image of Christmas is a newborn infant 
warmly wrapped in a manger bed of straw, but, we cannot separate the cradle 
from the cross, and that is why Christmas is a love story.  God humbled himself 
to come into this world by pouring himself into human flesh to show us what love 
is; then ultimately laying down his life for us.   

Godôs love for us gives us hope in the midst of despair.  Godôs love for us should 
make us more loving toward others.  My life is not the same as it would be if I 
did not know the love of God.  Godôs love changes lives. Godôs love is a life- 
changing love.   

When our lives are changed by that love, we have a responsibility to share that 
love with others.  The only way people see God is when they see Godôs love 
shining through us.  We are the sign that points the way to the love that came 
down at Christmas.  There are no more stars or angels leading people to Jesus.  
We are the sign.  When people see us self-giving, self- sacrificing, extravagantly 
offering love to others, they see Godôs love. My prayer this Christmas is that 
people will see Godôs love through our congregation.   

I am looking forward to our time in worship together on Christmas Eve as we 
celebrate the life-changing love that came down at Christmas.   

    See you in worship! 
    Pastor Eric   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are so excited to celebrate the birth of Jesus and we invite you to join us. We 
will have six worship services this Christmas Eve each featuring our favorite carols, 
candle lighting, and a special Christmas message. 

 

Traditional Worship Ā 1 PM, 7 PM, 9 PM, 11 PM 
Services with carols, a Christmas message, and candle lighting, in the Sanctuary 

(Communion at 11 PM) 
 

Family Service Ā 3 PM 
A service led by children sharing the Christmas story in a dramatic fashion with tra-
ditional carols, readings, a short reflection, and candle lighting, in the Sanctuary 

  
Open Door Alternative Worship Ā 4:15 PM 

A service featuring familiar and modern songs led by the Open Door Band, a Christ-
mas message, candle lighting and Communion, in the Worship Center 

 

We want to show Jesus' light to the world, and we hope that you'll pray about some-
one you can share that light with - maybe a family member, a friend, a co-worker, or 
a neighbor. Please invite someone to celebrate the birth of Jesus with you at As-
bury this Christmas Eve. 

December 24, 2017 @ 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Morning Worship 



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 

UMW COLLECTION:  For the month of December the 
UMW would like your help collecting items for the Allentown 
Warming Station, an emergency shelter for homeless people 
run by the Everlasting Life Ministries.  The shelter is located 
at Fountain Park, 1000 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Allen-
town. If you can help, we are collecting new hats and gloves 
for men, women and children. Please place them in the desig-
nated bin on the lower level across from the office. Contact 
Debi Olphin with any questions. Monetary donations can be 
directed to Gary Millspaugh, C/O Everlasting Life.   
 
STAMP MINISTRY:  As you open your Christmas cards 
this year, please remember to save the stamps for Asburyôs 
Stamp Ministry, a mission program of the UMW.  Cut out the 
stamps, leaving at least ıò border, and drop them in any of 
the collection containers throughout the building. Do not cut 
too close, or paper clip the stamps! For more information, 
contact Jan Kuhns (610-442-8766). 
 
PECANS: If you missed purchasing your South Carolina Pe-
cans at the UMW Bazaar, they are available in the church 
office during business hours ~ $11.00 for a 16 oz. bag.  Only 
14 bags remain! 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2018: The sign-up chart to sponsor 
altar flowers for 2018 is now posted across from Room 218 
on the upper level. Please add your name and phone number 
next to the date that you wish to sponsor and you will be con-

tacted prior to that date for your dedication. The cost for 
sponsorship is $45.00.  

 
        

 

 

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
ñChristmas, my child, is love in action. 

Every time we love, every time we give, it's Christmas.ò  
       

      Dale Evans 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
 Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently hos-
pitalized, in rehab or recently discharged.  
For those who mourn 
 Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones, 
especially Sam & Elouise Schreffler on the passing of Samôs 
mother, Dolores on 12/12.  Reassure them of your unending 
mercy and eternal love.   
For those who need your special help   
 Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 
all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we lift up these people who need your 
special help: 
¶ Peace and comfort for Don Pahlsô brother, Justin, in hospice  
care for cancer 

¶ Healing from surgery for friend, Wade, from Liz Paiste 
¶ Strength for friend, Rose, receiving cancer treatments, from 
Cindy Mellen 

¶ Improved health for grandfather, Charles, in NC, from Tyler 
& Kelsey  German 

¶ Successful shoulder surgery on 1/4 and a quick recovery for 
Tim Dietrich, from his sister, Tammy  

For our congregation  
 We ask your blessing on Deacon Greg Ellis, who has accepted 
a position with UMCOR and will be relocating to Atlanta, GA, to 
begin work on 1/21. 

For our children 
 Lord, may our children always celebrate Christmas with joy 
knowing that Jesus is the greatest gift of all. 
For the world, its people and its leaders 
 Lord, we pray for friends and neighbors in our community and 
throughout the world who are far from God.  It is our hope that 
their hearts will be stirred to attend worship on Christmas Eve 
either here at Asbury or elsewhere so that they may be reborn. 
With thanksgiving for our joys 
¶ Ken & Robin Fitch are thankful that their son, Brian, success-
fully completed his climb of Mount Aconcagua and has made 
the descent without incident. 

¶ John & Rebecca Karoly give thanks for George, Jean & Baby 
Patrick, and answered prayers. 

¶ Marian Dennyôs daughter, Susan, had a healthy check-up. 
For the missions we support  
 This week we pray for the Palmira Ecuador community and the 
church they are building with funds raised during Asburyôs 2016 
Christmas Eve services.  A perfect storm of heavy rains, steep 
mountains and mud slides delayed the delivery of materials to 
Palmira but the site has been prepared and construction official-
ly began on 12/11.  As our mission partner, Kevin Bruce, says, 
ñPerhaps the whole building process is so much less about the 
physical part of building, but about the building of relationships 
and the preparing of hearts for what the church will bring to this 
community.ò 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 
Tom Gibsonôs Retirement Luncheon 

 

Asbury will be hosting a retirement luncheon for Tom 
Gibson on Sunday, January 14, 2018, beginning at 
12:30 PM in the Wesley Center. Tickets are now on 
sale either through the church office during normal busi-
ness hours, or between services on 12/31 and 1/7. 
(Look for the tables at both Welcome Desk areas). Tick-
ets are $8.00 per adult (13 and older), $5.00 for ages 
12 and younger.  Advanced purchase required.  Firm 
deadline for ticket purchases is January 7, 2018.   
For details regarding the lunch menu please visit 
www.asburylv.org. If you are interested in volun-
teering to help with this luncheon, please contact 
Charley Meyers at clmyers@ptd.net. 

 

THE PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY wants to remind eve-
ryone of the importance of having regular blood pressure 
checks, and offers them on Sunday mornings in Room 231. 
They are looking for a few more volunteers to make this 
screening more readily available to our members. For more 
information or to volunteer, contact Doris Farrar (610-395-
2749 or lafalot111@hotmail.com). 



Contact Pam Unrath, Director of Childrenôs Ministries, for  

information on all Childrenôs Ministries activities & opportunities. 

(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

Due to the holidays, there will be no Childrenôs Sunday School or Child 
Care on 12/24 or 12/ 31.  We will resume these activities on 1/7/18.   

 

We hope you will join us this Christmas Eve at the 3:00 PM Family Service 
as our children lead us in worship to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

 

We pray that you and your family have a very Merry Christmas, filled with 
all the Hope, Love, Joy and Peace this season offers.     

INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

A Few Notes from the Financial $ecretary 
 

 

We will be closing the books for 2017 on January 5, 2018.  Contributions marked 2017 
received after January 5 will be credited to 2018. Please remember to  indicate your en-
velope number on all correspondence.   
 

Please do not put contributions for different years on the same check ï each year must 
be deposited separately.  
 

Remember, you can now make contributions to Asbury directly through our website or by 
submitting an authorization for direct debit to the church office. Call the office if you need 
more information about this. 
 

Anyone desiring to make stock contributions or prepaid contributions for 2018 prior to the 
end of 2017 should contact me for instructions. 

     Suzanne Weida 
   610-398-2577 or sweida@asburylv.org 

 

Change for Change 
Decemberôs CFC is designated  to  
help the Cherokee people of 
Cookson Hills, OK fund their 
Firewood Ministry. This project 
provides firewood for warmth and 
cooking, and provides employment 
for reservation residents. Please 
place your contributions in the 
ñChange For Changeò containers at 
the rear of the Sanctuary or in the 
Worship Center. 

 

For the past 5 years, Asbury Church 
has faithfully chosen to donate a 
percentage of our Christmas Eve 
offering to support a ministry project 
of one of our Asbury in Mission 
partners. This year, Asbury has 
selected Through These Hands. 
Through These Hands receives 
medical and non-medical supplies 
from 13 Lehigh Valley area hospitals 
and clinics for distribution to those in 
need throughout the world. (To date, 
Through These Hands has shipped 
to 52 countries.) This Christmas 
Eve, 60% of your offering will be 
given to Through These Hands to 
help them expand their warehouse, 
reconfigure their receiving/sorting 
area and update their computer 
system. Your generous offering this 
Christmas Eve will give much 
needed funding to this local mission. 
To learn more about this important 
local mission partner, please Visit 
www.asburylv.org/ChristmasEve. 

 

 

Contact Aaron Forney,  Director of Youth Ministries, for 

information on all Youth Ministries activities & opportunities. 

(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

 

We pray you have a joyous Christmas and take time to reflect on what it 
means that Jesus, the Light of the World, came to live among us.  

Merry Christmas! 
 

There will not be Sunday School or Youth Group the next two weeks (12/24 or 
12/31). Join us as we kick off the new year on 1/7! Middle and High School 
Sunday School Classes meet at 9:30 AM; Youth Group meets at 6:30 PM. 

 
In case you missed it: Project 
Help was FANTASTIC! Thanks for 
all that you did to show Godôs love 
to the homeless in Allentown. We 
started with a goal of 150 snack 
bags. To find out the actual total.  
visit asburyym.org/projecthelp.  

 
 

We have an early Christmas present: the dates for the 2018 West Virginia 
Work Week!  Mark July 15-21, 2018 on your calendar 

and watch for more information! 
 

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH US ONLINE! Sign up for our weekly email and 
visit www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or 
Instagram feed. No accounts are required to access any of the social media 
accounts. 
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Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeakel@asburylv.org 

Bill Arnold, Dir. of Congregational Care barnold@asburylv.org 

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Dir. of Lay Ministries ltheisen@asburylv.org 

Pam Unrath,  Dir. of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org 

Aaron Forney, Dir. of Youth Ministries, Marketing  

   Coordinator & Open Door Band Leader  aforney@asburylv.org 

Karen Bowermaster, Dir. of Preschool preschool@asburylv.org 

Cristina Lenner, Dir. of Communications clenner@asburylv.org 

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator tgibson@asburylv.org 

Frank Taylor, Head Custodian ftaylor@asburylv.org 
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December 24, 2017 @ 10:00 AM  
 

òI Think Itõs Time ~  
We NEED a Little Christmasó  

 

Psalm 56 -1-4 & Luke 1:26 -38 

  

Sunday, December 24  

10:00 a.m.  4th Sunday in Advent Worship - Sanctuary  

1:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary  

3:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Family Focus) - Sanctuary  

4:15 p.m.  Open Door Christmas Eve Worship - Worship Center  

7:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary  

9:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary  

11:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Communion) - Sanctuary  

  

Monday, December 25  

          Building & Office closed for the holiday  

  

Tuesday, December 26  

          Building & Office closed for the holiday  

  

Wednesday, December 27  

1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - Wesley Center  

  

Thursday, December 28  

7:00 p.m.  Nar -a-non - 108  

  

Friday, December 29  

1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - Wesley Center  

  

Saturday, December 30  

8:30 a.m.  Asbury Adult Basketball - Wesley Center  

11:00 a.m.  AA Dance Setup - Wesley Center  

  

Sunday, December 31  

9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

8:00 p.m.  AA Dance - Wesley Center  


