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Pastor’s Column

DECEMBER 14, 2017

Church

a United Methodist
Community

Asbury

Our Vision Statement

In all ospec’rs of our Iives, we When the book of Malachi comes to an end, the curtain draws to a close on the Old Tes-
will strive to be disciples of

tament and God goes silent. There's no word from God, there are no prophets from God,
there are no scriptures written by God dujrin

Jesus Christ for the nights. So where did God go? What was God doing for 400 years?
transformation of the world. As we discussed recently in our sermon sSe@r.i e

ranging the world stage to be perfectly positioned to spread the message of grace, for-
PASS'ONATE giveness and the message of Jesus with a common language, relative peace, and im-
proved transportation systems. The story behind the Christmas Story is that 400 years
WORSHIP before Jesus was born, God was working behind the scenes until the right time had come

for Christmas. Just because God was sil elnt
SUNDAY SERVICES Many of us know people in our sphere of influence who feel like God is relatively silent in
HERITAGE WORSHIP their lives. You may know someone who is out of work, lost a loved one, or is experienc-
8:00 AM in the Sanctuary ing a divorce. Those people need to know that God is still active in their lives and there
is hope. Please consider inviting them to one of our Christmas Eve services so they can

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP experience the light overcoming the darkness.

2:30 AM in the Sanctuary There are plenty of opportunities to worship on Christmas Eve. There will be services at

1:00, 3:00 (Family Service), 4:15 (Open Door in the Worship Center), 7:00, 9:00 and
! ]TIS/SB\I'I/I\ON;?]L V;ORSTHIP 11:00. All services will include candle lighting and the 11:00 Traditional Service and 4:15
: In The sanctuary Open Door Service will have communion.

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP See you in worship!
5:00 PM in the Worship Center Pastor Eric

Senior Pastor
Eric S. Yeakel

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE @u }%,t, ;o
During our 9:30 Worship Service & C D / ’z(:%/’)?f'l )
Sunday School fime, we have
childcare for infants through
two-year olds. During our 11:00

Sunday, December 17
7:00pm in the Sanctuary

For those who find themselves alone at this family-oriented time, or who have suffered a
loss, or who live with difficult memories, traditional worship services i which might other-

. : wise be a source of solaceit oo often become painful rermin
Worship Service, we have year Asbury will offer an alternative kndgwn
childcare available for 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary. This service is open to all, but is specially designed to offer a

infants through PreK. prayerful atmosphere of peaceful and calm reflection, with a message of hope and heal-

ing through music, art and drama.

OFFICE HOURS
8 AM to 4 PM, M—F
1533 Springhouse Road
Allentown, PA 18104
Phone: 610-398-2577
Fax: 610-366-1108
Wwww.asburylv.org

Publicity Requests: ; a
http://publicityform.asburylv.org/ Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24th

Asbury United Traditional: T PM, 7 PM, 9 PM, 11 PM, Sanctuary
Me’rhodis’r Church Family Service: 3 PM, Sanctuary

Open Door: 4:15 PM, Worship Center
K L1 @asburyumclv / For more information,

visit www.asburylv.org/ChristmasEve




RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE

CHRISTMAS EVE VOLUNTEERS: Thank you to everyone who
offered to help on Christmas Eve!l We appreciate your willingness
to serve, but we still have a few more slots to fill:

« 2 greeters before the 3:00 service

« 1 greeter before the 11:00 service

« Community Room, 4:00-4:30 & 6:30-7:00

« Welcome Center before 3:00, 9:00 & 11:00
We can also use more donations of cookies. Contact Laurie Wal-
lace Theisen (ltheisen@asburylv.org) if you can help with any of
these tasks.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS OF REMEMBRANCE: Asbur y 0 S

ish Nurse Health Ministry annually provides a special Christmas
ornament for those who have recently lost a loved one. There is a
table in the Community Room/Parlor for you to select an ornament
and give tribute to his/her life. It helps with the journey of griev-
ing and coping without your loved one through the holi-
days. Friends and family are welcome to take one for others cop-
ing with a loss. We thank Kathy Woodley and her family for making
these ornaments available.

A Few Notes from the Financial $ecretary

We will be closing the books for 2017 on January 5, 2018. Contri-
butions marked 2017 received after January 5 will be credited to
2018. Please remember to indicate your envelope number on all
correspondence.

Please do not put contributions for different years on the same
check i each year must be deposited separately.

Remember, you can now make contributions to Asbury directly
through our website or by submitting an authorization for direct
debit to the church office. Call the office if you need more infor-
mation about this.

Anyone desiring to make stock contributions or prepaid contribu-
tions for 2018 prior to the end of 2017 should contact me for in-
structions.

Suzanne Weida
610-398-2577 or sweida@asburylv.org

Sunday, January 14, 2018 !

Tom Gibsonds Retirement
UMW COLLECTION: For the month of December the UMW would
like your help collecting items for the Allentown Warming Station, an
emergency shelter for homeless people run by the Everlasting Life
Minjstries. The shelter is located at Fountain Park, 1000 Martin Lu-
he Jr. Blvd. in Allentown. If you can help, we are collecting
new hats and gloves for men, women and children. Please place
them in the designated bin on the lower level across from the office.
Contact Debi Olphin with any questions. Monetary donations can be
directed to Gary Millspaugh, C/O Everlasting Life.

PRAYER SHAWL CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, 12/19 at 6:30 PM
in the Aldersgate Room. All knitters and crocheters are welcome.
Please contact Pam Grossmann (pm.grossmann@gmail.com or 610
-398-8066) or Dale Begany (dbegany@hotmail.com or 610-216-
9517) for more information.

STAMP MINISTRY: As you open your Christmas cards this year,
pl ease remember to save the
mission program of the UMW. Cut out the stamps, leaving at least
10 border, and drop them in any
out the building. Do not cut too close, or paper clip the stamps! For
more information, contact Jan Kuhns (610-442-8766).

PECANS: If you missed purchasing your South Carolina Pecans at
the UMW Bazaar, they are available in the church office during busi-
ness hours ~ $11.00 for a 16 oz. bag. Only 16 bags remain!

The Allentown Rescue Mission wishes to

thank the members and friends of Asbury
‘ for their many donat
Givingdo Food and

November. The Mission is very apprecia-

tive of Asburyds

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION

For those who are sick or in the hospital

Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently hos-

pitalized, in rehab or recently discharged, especially Gladys

Pickering and Floy Bleckley.

For those who mourn
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones.
Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal love.

For those who need your special help

Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us

all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love

and mercy toward us, we lift up these people who need your
special help:

« Health and healing for Leah Silvonek Allebach, from her
parents, Mike & Sandy Silvonek; for friend Wade, from Liz
Paiste; for daughter Sarah, from Phil & Dot Hess; for father
Raymond Summerson, from Michele Godiska

« Safety for Brian Fitch as he ascends and descends from the
summit of Mt. Aconcagua, from his parents, Ken & Robin

For our congregation

Father, come quiet our hearts

down upon us. Draw near to us as we draw near to you.
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rather than a last -mi

For our children
Lord, we ask that you help college students focus on their stud-
ies at exam time and give them safe travels as they head home
for the holidays.
For the world, its people and its leaders
Lord, send your spirit and renew the face of the earth; teach us
to be compassionate toward the whole human family; strength-
en the will of all those who fight for justice and for peace, and
give us that peace which the world cannot give.
With thanksaqiving for our joys
« The blessing that the Angel Tree program is to families sepa-
rated by a parentds i
« The talents of all the Asbury choirs that provide such beautiful
music in worship and for special programs
For the missions we support
Todayobés gl obal mi s s i -me missioa pam-r
ners, Hari & Richal Ghimire in Pokhara, Nepal. Hari & Richal
provide clothing and education for many children in Pokhara
and were founders of the Batulechour Church there. We pray
f rfoamr
church in the village of Bhalam.
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

RISK-TAKING MISSION
AND SERVICE

Contact Pam Unrat h, Director o
Ch\ nSinformation on all Childrends Mi
MINISTRIES (punrath@asburylv.org _ or 610-398-2577).
PLEASE NOTE
Due to the holidays, there wildl be no CHh

on 12/24 or 12/ 31. We will resume these activities on 1/7/18.
We hope you will join us this Christmas Eve at the 3:00 PM Family Service when
our children will lead us in worship as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

CHI LDREN&6S SUNDAY SCHOOL & ACTIVITIES
CHILD CARE is available this week (12/17) at the 9:30 AM Worship Service for infants
through two-year-olds in Room 214. Child care is also provided during the 11:00 AM
Worship Service in Room 214.

SPARK (Ages 3 & 4): This month, we are exploring the Christmas story.
During the third week of December, we will look at Luke 2:8-20 and how

a host of angels shared with shepherds in a nearby field the awesome
news that Jesus had been born in a stable. It is our hope that this story §
will help our preschoolers understand that Jesus is the best gift ever.
Heds a very special delivery!

BLAST (PreKd Grade 5): Kids have been told since they were very
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BLAST we will open our Bibles to a familiar story in Luke 2:1-18. Here
we will read about the humble birth of our Savior. It is our hope that
our kids will come to experience this story in a way that strengthens
their faith by reminding them of the true reason we celebrate Christ-
mas . Our Bottom LGodgavefusltesus. hoi s w

young that they should share and
portant for them to understand

We would like to extend a heartfelt i t h a n k toyalbaf the Asbury members who do-
nated to and participated in Project Help. The generosity and kindness that was offered
by our <congregationds members and
Rainbow Class to assemble over 750 snack bags for the guests at the Allentown Warm-
ing Center during the cold winter months. Thank you again for your support of this pro-
ject and the opportunity to practice generosity and thoughtfulness.
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Contact Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries, for
information on all Youth Ministries activities & opportunities.
(aforney@asburylv.org _ or 610-398-2577).

Project Help was FANTASTI C! Thanks for a
the homeless in Allentown. We started with a goal of 150 snack bags. Visit
asburyym.org/projecthelp  to find out how many we ultimately packed!
THIS WEEK IN SUNDAY SCHOOL AND YOUTH GRO UP
¢ Middle School Sunday School ol 1 continue discus:
(Wise Men) gave Jesus and why theyodre
meets on Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in Room 106.
¢ High School Sunday School We 61 | continue our Sheu
Jouney and examine the places and events
High School Sunday School meets on Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the
Youth Lounge.
O  Youth Group: We ol | have a party with food 4

season together. Youth Group is for Grades 6-12 and meets from 6:30 to 8:00 PM

in the Youth Lounge.

We have an early Christmas present: the dates for the 2018 West Virginia Work Week!
Mark July 15-21, 2018 on your calendar and watch for more information!

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH US ONLINE!

Sign up for our weekly email and

CCEMBEK

. 1Ghange fer.GChange. n o
Decemberds CFC is d
the Cherokee people of Cookson Hills,
OK fund their Firewood Ministry. This
project provides firewood for warmth
and cooking, and provides employment
for reservation residents. Please place
your contributions
Changed containers
Sanctuary or in the Worship Center.

OFFERING

For the past 5 years, Asbury Church has
faithfully chosen to donate a percentage
of our Christmas Eve offering to support
K& n}mlsc,try prﬂject of one of our Asbury in
MISSIOI’] partners. This year, Asbury has
selected Through These Hands.
Through These Hands receives medical
s andy Ingngngdical sopplies Tami L3
Lehigh Valley area hospitals and clinics
for distribution to those in need
throughout the world. (To date, Through
These Hands has shipped to 52
countries.) This Christmas Eve, 60% of
your offering will be given to Through
These Hands to help them expand their
warehouse, reconfigure their receiving/
sorting area and update their computer
system. Your generous offering this
| Christmag Eve wif givegmueh neegledg
funding to this local mission. Visit
www.asburylv.org/ChristmasEve to learn
more about this important local mission
partner.
ing the gifts that
signi f iUpdatefromMi ddl e

Kevin & Kathy Bruce, our
d yI\/II§S onmp‘d?tﬁé}’s |NEGQadoF ond

uent
Last year Asbury Church donated a

percentage of our Christmas Eve
nQf fg&lnles9 1100 cNe®i ! ePp rbal
for the indigenous Awa people in the
mountains of Ecuador. The rains and
limited roads have made it difficult to get
supplies to the sif
ready to go! The land has been cleared

visit www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed.

No accounts are required to access any of the social media accounts.
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foundation 1 construction is scheduled
to begin this week.




WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 17

Wednesday, December 20 (continued)

8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary 5:45 p.m. Faith Ringers -206
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary 6:00 p.m. Gress Mt. Ranch Board - Aldersgate
9:30 am. God's Rainbow - 200 — THRD SUNDKY 05 — 6:00 p.m. Children's Christmas Eve Rehearsal - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Sunday School All Ages ADVENT 6:00 p.m. Joyful Noisemakers - Sanctuary
10:45a.m. Small Group Prophecy Study - 217 6:00 p.m. Rainbow Singers - Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 7:15 p.m.  Youth Choir - 106
5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - Worship Center
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner - Wesley Center Thursday, December 21
6:00 p.m. CS Pack 12 Den Meeting - 215 9:15a.m. Preschool Christmas Programs - Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108 9:45 a.m. Preschool Cookies & Punch - Wesley Center
7:00 p.m. Quiet Christmas Worship - Sanctuary 6:30 p.m.  Grieving Mindfully - Aldersgate
6:30 p.m. GS Cadette Troop 661 -208
Monday, December 18 7:00 p.m. Nar-a-non - 108
5:30 p.m. Asbury Trio - Sanctuary 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir -102
6:00 p.m. GS Troop 61025 -108
6:30 p.m. Worship Praise Band Rehearsal - Sanctuary Friday, December 22
6:45 p.m. BS Troop 12 - Wesley Center/106 6:30 a.m. Friday Morning Men's Group - Offsite
7:00 p.m. CS Pack 12 Den Meeting - 210 9:00 a.m. Christmas Eve Preparation - Church -wide
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee - Aldersgate 1:00 p.m. AA (Open) - Wesley Center
6:30 p.m. GS Daisy Troop 63124 - 208
Tuesday, December 19
10:00 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study - 108 Saturday, December 23
12:30 p.m.  Program Staff Meeting (group) - Aldersgate 8:30 a.m.  Asbury Adult Basketball - Wesley Center
5:30 p.m. GS Troop 654 -219/221
6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry - Aldersgate Sunday, December 24 / Christmas Eve
6:30 p.m. Asbury Volleyball - Wesley Center 10:00 a.m.  4th Sunday in Advent Worship - Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. OA-108 1:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary
8:30 p.m. Open Door Band Rehearsal - Worship Center 3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship (Family Focus) - Sanctuary
4:15 p.m.  Open Door Christmas Eve Worship - Worship Center
Wednesday, December 20 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.  Preschool Christmas Programs - Sanctuary 9:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional) - Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.  Preschool Cookies & Punch - Wesley Center 11:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship (Communion) - Sanctuary
1:.00 p.m. AA (Open) - Wesley Center

WHO NEEDS
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CHRISTMAS b

SERMON SERIES
o

DECEMBER 3-

°WE DO»
EMBER 17 2017

" ourstaff )

Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor

Bill Arnold, Dir. of Congregational Care

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Dir. of Lay Ministries

Pam Unrath, Dir. of Children’s Ministries

Aaron Forney, Dir. of Youth Ministries, Marketing
Coordinator & Open Door Band Leader

Karen Bowermaster, Dir. of Preschool

Cristina Lenner, Dir. of Communications

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator

Frank Taylor, Head Custodian

eyeokel@osburylv.org\

barnold@asburylv.org
Itheisen@asburylv.org
punrath@asburylv.org

aforney@asburylv.org

preschool@asburylv.org

clenner@asburylv.org
tgibson@asburylv.org
ftoylor@osburylv.oy




