
faith in action… imagine your life changed. 
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I want to wish all the Asbury mothers a Happy Mother’s Day. I hope you have a won-
derful day with your family. Did you know that the official observance of Mother's Day 
in America began in a Methodist Church? On May 10, 1908, three years after her 
mother's death, Anna Jarvis held a memorial ceremony to honor her mother and all 
mothers at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, WV. Her mother had 
taught Sunday School in that church for 20 years. Anna then embarked upon a cam-
paign to make "Mother's Day" a recognized holiday. She spent a significant amount of 
time writing to leaders in business, churches, and politics to promote the commemo-
ration of this day. Because of her persistent efforts, Mother’s Day was finally pro-
claimed a national holiday in 1914.   

Don’t forget to pick up your baby bottles beginning this Sunday in worship.  You can 
take the bottles home, fill them with spare change, and return them on Father's Day 
6/18. All the money goes to Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Centers, an agency that 
provides pregnancy support services, resources and life skills education to women, 
men and youth right here in the Lehigh Valley. 

Next Sunday we continue our series of messages called “Address the Mess.”  One 
misconception is that the Christian life is all about avoiding messes, but that’s not 
true. If you “dumb Christianity down” to being about avoiding trouble, then your faith 
will be all about you—the foundation of another mess. Following Christ isn’t about 
avoiding something; it’s about becoming something.  I hope you can join us.   

     See you in worship! 
     Pastor Eric   
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In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 

8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 

5:00 p.m. in the Worship Center 

 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service 

and Sunday School time, we have 

childcare for infants through two 

year olds. During our 11:00 Service, 

we have childcare available 

for infants through PreK.  
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Did you know that you can support Asbury Church’s 
mission and programs while you shop at your favor-
ite retailers? If you use a Gift Card purchased from 
Asbury to pay for your purchases, Asbury can use 
the rebates it receives to support its vital programs.   

Here are examples of the available gift cards from Asbury:  $25 Weis Markets—5% 
Asbury rebate and $25 Giant Foods—4% Asbury rebate.  If, for example, you buy a 
combination of groceries and gasoline of $200 per month from Giant Foods using a 
Gift Card from Asbury, you would be contributing $8 per month to Asbury or $96 per 
year. Likewise the same amount of purchases from Weis Markets would contribute 
$10 per month or $120 per year.   

While this may not seem like a large amount, if 100 families would spend $200 per 
month on gift cards this could contribute an extra $10,000 to support Asbury’s pro-
grams with no additional cost to Asbury members.  

Many churches in the Lehigh Valley are using this gift card program and Asbury will 
begin a trial run with this program in May. Initially we have purchased gift cards for 
Weis Markets and Giant Foods for resale to Asbury members. If this trial period is 
well received by our members, we will expand the list of retailers to include others 
that Asbury members use on a regular basis. 

On Sundays 5/14, 5/21 & 5/28, gift cards will be available for purchase using cash or 
check in the Community Room between services.  



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
 Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently 

hospitalized, in rehab or recently discharged, especially Kim 
Waldron, Charles Samph, Carol Pavone, Jo Ellen Wilson & 
Alma Davis. We ask you to have mercy on all those in pain 
and grant them your peace. 

For those who need your special help   

Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 
all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we lift up these people who need your 
special help:  A son's friend's father for healing, from Cindy 
Mellen; All those undergoing treatment for serious health con-
ditions; Diane McDemus lifts up friend, Susan Rosan Nelson 
for healing from surgical complications. Inspire the youth to 
assist those who are older to complete daily chores and er-
rands. 

For those who mourn 
 Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved 

ones. Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal 
love.   

For our congregation  
Lord, help us to remember those who are lonely. Remind us 
of how our words and actions do make an impact and can 
change the direction of someone's life. 

With thanksgiving for our joys 
 A joy shared by Deb Goodwin, that her son survived an auto 

accident without injury. Brian & Marsha Johnston share the 
joy of daughter Debbie & husband Bryan Wrich who wel-
comed new son, Harrison on 4/21. Dan & Colleen Benson 
share the joy of son David & wife Rachel who welcomed 
daughter Norah Audrey on 5/3. 

For the world, its people and its leaders 
Lord, keep our leaders from the temptation of abusing power 
for personal gain.  

For our children 
 Remind us to share the joys of nature with our children this 

season  
For the missions we support  
 This week's Mission Prayer is for Youth for Christ and its mis-

sion to reach our young people who are without Jesus. 

 
        

 

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
O Holy One, from fear release us, from ignorance and selfishness save 

us, from sorrow raise us up so that we hear nothing but your voice, 
know only grace, and fear nothing but a separation from you.  Amen. 

Our annual AIM YARD SALE to support  Asbury's 
missions will be held on Saturday, 6/17, from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center. We need 
lots of help setting up the sale from Monday, 6/12, 
through Friday, 6/16, and also on the day of the 
sale, Saturday, 6/17. Please call Jenn Springer (610
-395-7812) to volunteer.  

 

THE GREAT AMERICAN BAKE SALE will be held in connection 
with the AIM Yard Sale on Saturday, 6/17. Proceeds will go to No 
Kid Hungry to feed hungry children in our country. Donations of all 
types of baked goods are needed - please include information on 
any ingredients that people with food allergies might need to be 
made aware of. The baked goods are to be dropped off by 6:00 p.m. 
on Friday, 6/16, in the Wesley Center kitchen. Volunteers are need-
ed to help the day of the sale in addition to Friday night 6/16 to wrap 
and price the baked goods. Please contact Debbie Holt 
(debholt65@yahoo.com or 610-392-4802) to contribute a baked 
good, help with set up, or work the day of the sale.  
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will meet on Tuesday, 5/16, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Aldersgate Room. All knitters and crocheters are wel-
come. Please contact Pam Grossman (pm.grossmann@gmail.com 
or 610-398-8066) or Dale Begany (dbegany@hotmail.com or 610-
216-9517 ) for more information. 
 

 

A NOTE FROM CAROL PAVONE:  I sincerely want to thank my 
wonderful church family for their care and concern during my recent 
accident and illness.  I deeply appreciated the prayers, visits, flow-
ers and meals.  How fortunate I am to belong to Asbury! 

 

FROM THE PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY: 
 

1 in 5 Americans will develop some form of skin cancer in their 
lifetime. Each year there are more new cases of skin cancer then 
the combined incidence of cancers of the breast, prostate, & co-
lon.  With the many different  types of skin cancers it is important 
to educate yourself as it can be anywhere from minor to life threat-
ening such as melanoma. As a survivor I implore you to take ac-
tion and be aware of what to look for on your skin including  your 
family. Skin health should NEVER BE OVERLOOKED because it 
can affect anyone at any age. and any skin tone. Take care of 
your skin by visiting a dermatologist yearly, check your skin 
monthly, avoid tanning beds, and ALWAYS use sunscreen every 
day. Educate yourself and others. 
 

Come by the Community Room after each service on Sunday, 
5/14, to see the educational display and talk with our nurse.  

 
SAVE THE DATE:  Annual Parish Nursing Program Retreat will 
be held on Thursday, 6/8, in the Wesley Center. The event is 
open to all interested in renewing their faith and knowledge on 
holistic health for the mind, body and soul.  More information and 
registration forms are available in the church office.  
 
PEP (People Enjoying People) CLUB will 
gather in the Parlor/Community Room at  9:30 
a.m. on Friday, 5/19, for fellowship and refresh-
ments. A program will be presented by Roy 
Justice, the “Singing Historian.”  All interested 
adults are invited to attend. 

Volunteers will be scheduled on a rotating basis; days and times 
are flexible. If you are interested, please email our Head Custo-
dian, Frank Taylor (ftaylor@asburylv.org) or call the church of-
fice.  Frank will then contact you to arrange a time for training. 

HELP IS NEEDED WITH GRASS CUTTING 

NoteNote  

The Open Door The Open Door   

Alternative Worship  Alternative Worship  

will not be held on will not be held on 

5/28, 6/18 or 5/28, 6/18 or 

8/6. (Pastor Eric 8/6. (Pastor Eric 

will be preaching at will be preaching at 

MusikFest on 8/6.)MusikFest on 8/6.)  



INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

Contact Aaron Forney,  Director of Youth Ministries,  
for information on all Youth Ministries 

activities & opportunities 
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

 

Sunday School is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for our lives, 
all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of God’s 
community. Middle School Sunday School Topic: A stake and a hammer. You’ll need those 
to pitch a tent if you go camping; but that’s not exactly what a woman named Jael used them 
for in a Bible. See what crazy thing she did in Week 2 of our Dark and Disturbing Stories from 
the Bible series in our lesson “Deadly Force.” Middle School Sunday School meets on Sunday 
morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Room 106. High School Sunday School Topic: So 
you’ve chosen that one person and you’re dating exclusively. What does that mean? Should 
we talk about being exclusive? What PDA’S are acceptable in front of our parents? Our 
friends? Our families? In public? Is it appropriate to be alone in a bedroom or basement family 
room?  Should I be discussing things about my significant other with my best friends? Should 
I compare my relationship with my significant other with our friends’ relationships? What does 
God think about all of this at my age? Join the conversation as we level up to “Dating 201.” 
High School Sunday School meets on Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth 
Lounge. 
 

Would you trade your life for a bowl of beans? Of course not!  But wait… are we really in 
control of our selfishness? What about our impulsiveness? Do we always have perspective on 
things when we’re in the moment? Or do we sometimes make bad decisions because we get 
caught up in what’s happening in the here-and-now? Have we already given ourselves away 
for something as small as a bowl of beans? Join us as we continue our Youth Group series 
Death to Selfie, with our lesson “Starving Sons.” Youth Group meets on Sunday night from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge. Get more info at www.asburyym.org/deathtoselfie. 
 

So last week at Youth Group, we adopted a cat. And then we threw it in the neighbor’s pond 
to bathe it and it got eaten by piranhas. (Don’t worry cat lovers, it’s a virtual cat. No cats were 
harmed in the making of this game.) So this week we’re going to adopt another cat and start 
all over again. Come help us keep our cat alive at Youth Group in (the paradoxically named) 
Dead Cat. 
 

Reminder: our 2017 high school West Virginia Work Week Mission Trip is July 16—22. Mark 
your calendar, pray for the trip and the family we’ll be serving, and get ready to sign up! 

Contact Pam Unrath,  
Director of Children’s Ministries, 

for information on all 
Children’s Ministries activities & opportunities 

(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Child care is available at the 9:30 a.m. worship service for infants & one-year-olds in Room 
216 and for two-year-olds in Room 214. Child care is also provided during the 11:00 a.m. 
Worship Service in Room 214.   
 

During the month of May, children attending BLAST will be examining how “Determination” 
shows up in the early church and the first followers of Jesus.  During the 2nd week of May, 
we will explore how “Determination” is found in Acts 10, where Peter and Cornelius meet. We 
pray that this story would help our children remember this week’s Bottom Line: “Keep going 
even when the job is bigger than you think.”  
 

Kids’ Club will be Friday, 5/19, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Children Age 4 through 5th Grade are 
invited to join us for a night of dinner, gym games and a lesson about determination.  Please 
RSVP to Pam Unrath by Wednesday, 5/17.  

 

VBS will be held July 24 – 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, for children Age 4 through 
Grade 5.  This high energy, fun-filled week allows children to learn, grow and experience 
God’s love as they participate in Music, Games, Story-telling, Art, Science and Snack work-
shops each day.  Registration forms are available outside the Wesley Center, in the Church 
Office and in the Worship Center at the beginning of BLAST. 
 

To all the women whose hugs and kisses teach love, whose smiles cultivate joy, 
and whose sleepless nights bring comfort, and so much more ~  

Thank You!  Happy Mother’s Day!   

Change for Change 
will provide continuing support for our 
Liberian Mission Team Member, Memeh 
Bedell. Memeh provided nursing and 
nutritional support for our 2010 mission 
team to Liberia. Our entire team 
remained healthy and well fed 
throughout our trip thanks to Memeh. 
Please place your donations in the 
“Change For Change” containers in the 
Sanctuary or Worship Center. 

 
 

IT'S THAT  
TIME AGAIN!! 

 

 

Once again on Mother’s Day, 5/14, 
boxes of baby bottles will be available at 
the doors of the Sanctuary and the 
Open Door Service that you may take, 
fill with spare change, and return on 
Father's Day, 6/18. All the money goes 
to Bright Hope of the LV, an agency 
supported by Asbury in Mission.   
 
 
The 6th Annual CROP Hunger Bike 
Ride is being held on Saturday, 6/3. 
Riders will leave Rodale Fitness Park in 
Trexlertown and can choose from 3 
routes: 

 Metric Century/62.5 miles 

 40 miles 

 25 miles 
 

Pre-register by 5/31 at https://
www.bikereg.com/crop-hunger-bike-ride. 
Registration starts at 7:00 a.m. 
 

Not a rider? You can also make a 
donation or be a Virtual Racer. 
 

CROP is an acronym for Communities 
Responding to Overcome Poverty and is 
part of the ministries of Church World 
Service. Their goal through walks and 
rides is to end hunger at home and 
around the world. 
 

For more information, please contact 
Debi Olphin (debra.olphin@gmail.com 
or 610-261-2709). 

https://www.bikereg.com/crop-hunger-bike-ride
https://www.bikereg.com/crop-hunger-bike-ride
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Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeakel@asburylv.org 

Bill Arnold, Dir. of Congregational Care barnold@asburylv.org 

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Dir. of Lay Ministries ltheisen@asburylv.org 

Pam Unrath,  Dir. of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org 

Aaron Forney, Dir. of Youth Ministries, Marketing  

   Coordinator & Open Door Band Leader  aforney@asburylv.org 

Karen Bowermaster, Dir. of Preschool preschool@asburylv.org 

Cristina Lenner, Dir. of Communications clenner@asburylv.org 

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator tgibson@asburylv.org 

Frank Taylor, Head Custodian ftaylor@asburylv.org 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

MAY 14, 2017 

“MOVE TOWARD THE MESS” 

LUKE 10:25-37 

    

Sunday, May 14 / Mother's Day  Wednesday, May 17  

8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  1:00 p.m.  National Piano Guild Auditions - Sanctuary/102  

9:30 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - Wesley Center  

9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  6:30 p.m.  Follow Small Group - 217 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters - 204 

10:45 a.m.  Small Group Prophecy Study - 217 6:45 p.m.  Sarah Circle - 215 

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary    

4:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 - 215/217  Thursday, May 18  

6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108  1:00 p.m.  National Piano Guild Auditions - Sanctuary/102  

  6:00 p.m.  Confirmation - Worship Center  

  6:30 p.m.  CS Pack 12 - 210/215/217  

    

  Friday, May 19  

  9:30 a.m.  P.E.P. Club - Parlor  

  1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - Wesley Center  

  6:00 p.m.  Kids' Club - Wesley Center/106/108  

  6:30 p.m.  CS Pack 12 - 217 

    

  Saturday, May 20  

  8:30 a.m.  Asbury Adult Basketball - Wesley Center  

  9:00 a.m.  EPC Religious Freedom Dialogue  - Worship Center  

Monday, May 15  12:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 Campout - Wesley Center  

1:00 p.m.  National Piano Guild Auditions - Sanctuary/102    

6:30 p.m.  Worship Praise Band - 108  Sunday, May 21  

6:30 p.m.  BS Troop 12 - Wesley Center/106  8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  

7:00 p.m.  Finance Committee - Aldersgate  9:30 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 

  9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  

Tuesday, May 16  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  

9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group - 231 10:25 a.m.  Church -wide Fire Drill  

9:00 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study - 108 10:45 a.m.  Small Group Prophecy Study - 217 

1:00 p.m.  National Piano Guild Auditions - Sanctuary/102  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

6:30 p.m.  GS Troop 661 - 208 12:30 p.m.  Confirmation Rehearsal - Sanctuary  

6:30 p.m.  Prayer Shawl Ministry - Aldersgate  4:00 p.m.  CS Pack 12 - 215/217  

6:30 p.m.  Church Council - 217  5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - Worship Center  

7:00 p.m.  OA - 108 6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - Wesley Center  

7:00 p.m.  Asbury Volleyball - Wesley Center  6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108  


