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Our Vision Statement 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., M—F 
1533 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104 
Phone: 610-398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 
www.asburylv.org 

Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

@asburyumclv 

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 
8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 
5:00 p.m. in the Worship Center 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service 
and Sunday School time, we have 
childcare for infants through three 
year olds. During our 11:00 Service, 

we have childcare available 
for infants through PreK.  

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

Publicity Requests: 

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/ 

 

This year Pentecost is on Sunday, May 15, 2016. We have had many 
individuals and groups constructing origami doves, since doves sym-
bolize the Holy Spirit. We envision flooding the worship areas with 
these paper doves as we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. Please remem-
ber that the last day to contribute the origami doves is Sunday, 5/8.  
We also encourage everyone to wear something RED, ORANGE or 
YELLOW to worship on Pentecost Sunday as we rejoice in the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit among us.  

 

 

With my ordination scheduled for June 17, I have been answering 
variations on two questions quite a bit: “Weren’t you ordained two 
years ago?” and “What will change when you are ordained? “ Let me 
see if I can provide quick, simple answers. 
 

Without getting into the nitty-gritty details of the ordination process, I was commis-
sioned as a Deacon two years ago, and at that time, began a two-year minimum peri-
od before ordination. Think of commissioning as a probationary period. Two years 
ago, I was examined and showed I had the training and theological foundation for or-
dained ministry. During the past two years, I demonstrated living into ministry. I had 
another set of examinations in February to show I was living into my role as a Deacon 
and growing theologically from the practice of ministry. Think of ordination as tenure. 
 

Once I am ordained, I will start wearing the Deacon’s stole as a sign of my role within 
the church. Again, without getting into the nitty-gritty details, I will have some addition-
al rights and responsibilities (primarily administrative in nature); however, the nature of 
my day-to-day ministry will not change.  
 

Ordination is a public acknowledgment of a lifelong covenant of servant leadership 
within and through the church. Ordination does not give me authority to engage in 
ministry. God gave us all the authority to engage in ministry when we were baptized. 
As we prepare for Pentecost, we should all open our hearts and minds and let the 
Holy Spirit work through us to accomplish whatever ministry we are called to engage 
in. 

     Rev. Greg Ellis, Deacon     

 

 
 
 
 
 
Interested in more information about Asbury, or wish to join the church? Join us for one of 
the following: 
 

SPRING: One-day session on Saturday, May 21 from 9:30 AM—2:30 PM. Childcare 

provided upon request. Register by May 9. 
 

SUMMER: Three Wednesdays from 6:10-7:50 PM: June 15, July 20, and August 17. 

This session will run concurrently with Kids Club, a fun ministry time for children ages 
4 through 5th Grade, which includes dinner, gym time & crafts. Register by June 13. 

 

   Looking forward to meeting you! 
 

   Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries 

   ltheisen@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577 (church office) 

Upcoming  
Adult Inquirers Classes ! 



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently 
hospitalized, in rehab or recently discharged, especially Kim 
Wisocky and Marty Carhart.  Have mercy on all those in pain. 

For those who need your special help   

Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 
all like a devoted parent.  Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we remember these people who need 
your special help: Tim & Tammy Dietrich's Aunt Del who is re-
covering from knee replacement surgery. June Samph's sister 
who fell, and her nephew who also fell and has a concussion. 
Joe, a friend of the Rentschlers, who was recently diagnosed 
with lung cancer. We lift up for comfort and strength all those 
affected by the shooting in a church in Montgomeryville. Jan 
Basara lifts up Liz Paiste for blessings. Tamara, who is dealing 
with anxiety and depression. Joanne's good friend Kim as she 
awaits test results.  

For our congregation  
 We pray for traveling mercies for those attending General Con-

ference this month. We thank the Lord for all the willing volun-
teers and good weather on Asbury's Work Day. We ask the 
Holy Spirit to inspire our worship and our work.  

For those who mourn 
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones, 
especially the family of Bill Reed who passed on to life eternal. 
We also ask comfort for the Dolan family on the passing of 
Joe's father. Reassure them of your unending mercy and eter-
nal love.  

For our children  
We lift up for protection all our new young drivers that they 
might be safe. We give thanks for new graduates and ask that 
God will show them which way to go now. 

For the world, its people and its leaders 
Lord, give us government leaders who will lead with integrity 
and inspire others. We pray for all those whose lives have been 
changed by war that they may find solace.  

With thanksgiving for our joys 
Lord, help us stop each day to count our blessings and our 
joys.  We thank you for the joy of worship, the songs, the volun-
teers, the pastors, the prayers.  

For the missions we support  
Today we pray for the Rev. Donna Jones, a long-time friend of 
Asbury and the Asbury Tool Men.  We pray for her continued 
success with her inner city ministries in North Philadelphia. 

 
 

      PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION Come, O Spirit of God, and make your home within us. Dispel our dark-
ness, calm our minds,  redeem and enlighten us by the inspiration 

and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE GREAT AMERICAN BAKE SALE will be held in connection 
with the Asbury In Mission Yard Sale on Saturday, 6/18, from 
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Proceeds will go to No Kid Hungry, to feed 
hungry children in our country. Please contact Judy Kemmerer 

(610-799-2287 or jkemm@ptd.net) to contribute a baked good, 

to help with set up, or to work the day of the sale.  
 

 

 
 

MAY COLLECTION:  For the month of May, the UMW would like 
to support a Valley Youth House Program called the Synergy 
Project by collecting batteries (all sizes), First Aid supplies, travel
-size hygienic items and new socks for children/youth. If you can 
help, a marked collection box is located on the lower level near 
the elevator. Thank you for your continued love and support.  
 

SUSANNA CIRCLE will meet at 7:00 PM on Monday, 5/9, in 
Sandy Silvonek’s home, 2827 Apple Valley Estates Drive, 
Orefield. Call 610-398-1593 for directions or information. Chris 
Forsthoesel will tell us about her inspiring “Pilgrim Walk,” a trip 
through several European countries (Spain, France, etc.) to view 
such shrines as Lourdes and Fatima.  All women are welcome! 
 

PRISCILLA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, 5/10, at 7:30 PM in 
the Aldersgate Room. Carlen Blackstone will lead group 
discussion on Chapters 7 (Marching to Zion) and 8 (Establishing 
Justice) from the book, Psalms, which is part of the Immersion 
Bible Studies. All women interested in Bible study are invited to 
attend. For information, contact Judy Whitby (jmwhitby@aol.com) 
or Brenda Baxter (brendabaxter14@gmail.com). 
 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, 5/12, at 9:30 AM 
in the Aldersgate Room.  Pat Pramik will lead the devotions. 
Janet Barber, Director of Volunteers for Lehigh Valley Health 
Network Hospice Care, and Marsha Hersh, a Hospice volunteer, 
will speak about Hospice. They will inform the circle about the 
history of Hospice, what it involves and the role of volunteers in 
the organization. Anyone desiring to know more about Hospice is 
welcome to attend. 

Following recent media reports about higher-than-
EPA-approved levels of lead in the water at some 
local schools, Asbury tested its water for lead. We're 
happy to announce our tests all came back with 
levels considered "non-detectable" and it is safe. 
 

PRAYER AND SHARE TOGETHER:  Asbury regularly hosts two 
Christian support groups for Lehigh Valley women:  one for women 
with loved ones who are struggling with emotional issues such as 
depression, anxiety, bipolar; and another for those who are 
afflicted themselves. Next meetings for both groups:  Tuesday, 
5/10, from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M. in Room 210. For more information, 
contact Linda (610-395-8756). 
 

POCONO PLATEAU CAMP & RETREAT CENTER is hosting an 
Open House on Saturday, 5/14, from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM..  It's a 
free day that includes boating, the climbing tower, camp tours, 
fishing, a hay ride, crafts, hiking, games, a campfire, etc.  It's open 
to anyone who wants to visit camp for the day.  For more 
information visit  www.poconoplateau.org. 
 

PEP (People Enjoying People) CLUB will gather in the Parlor/
Community Room at  9:30 a.m. on Friday, 5/20, for fellowship and 
refreshments. A program will be presented by Jesse Dameron, The 
Mentalist.  All interested adults are invited to attend.  
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

On behalf of my sister, Mariellen Butler, and our entire family, I 
want to thank you for the compassion and love you extended to us 
on the death of my mother, Doris Gibson. You are truly a 
congregation that knows how to show care in the midst of grief. I 
encourage all of you to continue showing and sharing that concern 
with all who need it here at Asbury, because it is deeply felt and 
appreciated by those on the receiving end.  God bless you all.  
 

     Tom Gibson 

mailto:jkemm@ptd.net


INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 

Contact Pam Unrath,  
Director of Children’s Ministries, 

for information on all  
Children’s Ministries activities & opportunities 

(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

As humans, we have a built-in desire to connect with other humans. We want to be 
accepted, to belong, to have companionship, and to feel security. So many times this 
leads to still feeling empty, because the solutions the world has to those problems is 
only temporary. God has a bigger plan for connection and for fulfillment, and it’s not 
compromising ourselves to be accepted.  Join us for Week 3 of our 4-week series, 
“How Not to Get Caught.” Youth Group meets Sunday nights from 6:30 to 8:00 PM 
in the Youth Lounge. 
 
Sunday School is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for 
our lives, all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of God’s 
community.   

Middle School Sunday School: A prayer life is vitally important, but how do we 

pray, anyway? And how should we expect God to respond? We want to hear what 
you think and give you some tips on how you can have a better prayer life! The 
class meets Sunday mornings, 9:30 to 10:30 AM in Room 106.  

High School Sunday School:  All year we’re exploring topics related to loving 

our neighbor. Come explore new ground with us! The High School Sunday School 
meets Sunday mornings, 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the Youth Lounge. 

 
High Schoolers: The project for the West Virginia Work Week, when we serve a 
family in the name of Jesus, has been selected!  Details to come soon!  The trip is July 
17-23, 2016.  Registration will open shortly — save the date, and watch for project 
information to be available soon! 
 
Keep up-to-date with us online!  Sign up for our weekly email and visit 
www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed. No 
accounts are required to access any of the social media accounts. 

Contact Aaron Forney,  Director of Youth Ministries,  
for information on all  

Youth Ministries activities & opportunities 
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

is designated for Earthquake Relief in 
Nepal, where we are in connection with 
several mission partners. Please place 
your contributions in the “Change For 
Change” containers at the rear of the 
Sanctuary or in the Worship Center. 
 

 

 
 

IT'S THAT 
TIME AGAIN!! 
 
 
 
 

Once again on Mother's Day, 5/8, boxes 
of baby bottles will be available at the 
doors of the Sanctuary and the Open 
Door Service that you may take, fill with 
spare change, and return on Father's 
Day, 6/19. All the money goes to Care 
Net of the LV, an agency supported by 
Asbury in Mission.   
 

 
 

MISSION 
BRUNCH 
MAY 15 

 
 

Join us on 5/15 in the Wesley Center 
from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM for another 
amazing Mission Brunch. This month's 
brunch will support our friends at La 
Plena Tres as they travel on a mission 
trip to Cuba. In addition to our usual 
superb mission fare, La Plena Tres will 
be providing their famous pastelillos! 
Enjoy the food & fellowship as we help 
support a great cause.  

 
 

5
th

 ANNUAL 

CROP BIKE RIDE 

Save the date for this year's 5th Annual 
CROP Hunger Bike Ride on Saturday, 
6/4. The ride leaves from Rodale Park in 
Trexlertown. More information will be 
available soon. We offer three different 
routes and a light lunch following the 
ride. Contact Debi Olphin with any 
questions.  

 

 

Child care is available each week at the 9:30 AM Worship Service for infants and one-
year-olds in Room 214 and for two-year-olds in Room 223. Child care is also provided 
during the 11:00 AM Worship Service in Room 223.   
 
Children’s Sunday School: This Sunday, 5/8, all children in Kin-
dergarten through Grade 5 will continue a month-long look at what 
the Bible says about “Contentment.”  This week we will be explor-
ing the story of “Naboth and the Vineyard” and how when we focus 
on what we don’t have, it can make us miserable. Please be sure 
to stop by the Worship Center to get your copy of the Parent Cue 
sheets and this week’s devotional guide at the beginning of BLAST.   
 
Kids’ Club will be on Friday, 5/20, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. All children Age 4 through 
Grade 5 are invited to join us for a night of dinner, games and fun. Please contact Pam 
Unrath to register your child.   
 
JAM (Grades 3-5) will take place on Sunday, 5/22, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM in Room 210.   
 
This summer, July 25–29, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon, Asbury will host our annual 
Vacation Bible School for children Age 4 through 5th Grade.  This high energy, fun-filled 
week allows children to learn, grow and experience God’s love as they participate in 
Music, Games, Storytelling, Art and Science workshops each day. Please consider 
where you may like to use your talents in making this an incredible experience!   We 
hope that you will join us  

http://www.asburyym.org/update
http://www.asburyym.org
https://www.facebook.com/AsburyYouthMinistries
https://twitter.com/asburyyouthmin
https://www.instagram.com/asburyyouthmin/
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Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeakel@asburylv.org 

Garth Olson, Director of Worship golson@asburylv.org 

Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care gasquith@asburylv.org 

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries ltheisen@asburylv.org 

Pam Unrath,  Director of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org 

Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries  

        & Leader of Open Door Worship Band aforney@asburylv.org 

Karen Bowermaster, Director of Preschool preschool@asburylv.org 

Cristina Lenner, Director of Communications clenner@asburylv.org 

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator tgibson@asburylv.org 

Frank Taylor, Head Custodian ftaylor@asburylv.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

May 8, 2016 

ñGod-Honoring Prayerò 

    
Sunday, May 8 / Communion / Mother's Day  Wednesday, May 11 

8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary 9:00 a.m. Prayer Group - 231 

9:15 a.m. God's Rainbow - 200 10:30 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study - 108 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanct, 1:00 p.m. AA (Open) - Wesley Center 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School All Ages 6:30 p.m. Asbury Quilters - 204 

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class - 108 6:30 p.m. Journey 101: Serving God - 217 

10:45 a.m. Revelation Bible Study - 217   
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary Thursday, May 12 

2:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings - 215/217 9:30 a.m. Friendship Circle - Aldersgate 

5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - Worship Ctr. 6:00 p.m. Brownie Troop 6401 - 106 

6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner - Wesley Center 6:00 p.m. Open Door Band Rehearsal - Worship Center 

6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Committee Meeting - Aldersgate 7:00 p.m. Troop 12 Committee Meeting - Aldersgate 

6:30 p.m. Disciple 2 - 217 7:00 p.m. NARANON - 108 

6:30 p.m. Youth Group - 108/YL   

  Friday, May 13 

Monday, May 9  1:00 p.m. AA (Open) - Wesley Center 

5:45 p.m. Dancing Stars Ballet Class - Parlor   
6:00 p.m. Asbury Trio - Sanctuary Saturday, May 14 

6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 12 - Wesley Center/106 8:30 a.m. Asbury Basketball - Wesley Center 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 6608 - 210 10:00 a.m. NARANON Area 25 Meeting - 108 

6:30 p.m. Monday Night Men - 215 5:00 p.m. Mission Brunch Set-Up - Wesley Center Kitchen 

7:00 p.m. Sr. High Girls - Offsite   

7:00 p.m. Worship Praise Band - Sanctuary Sunday, May 15 / Pentecost  

  8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary 

Tuesday, May 10 9:00 a.m. Mission Brunch - Wesley Center 

12:30 p.m. Program Staff Meeting - Aldersgate  9:15 a.m. God's Rainbow - 200 

6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 654 - 219/221 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanct. 

6:00 p.m. New Mom's Group - Wesley Center 9:30 a.m. Sunday School All Ages 

7:00 p.m. Prayer and Share Together - 210 9:30 a.m. Confirmation Class - 108 

7:00 p.m. Brewology - Offsite 10:45 a.m. Revelation Bible Study - 217 

7:00 p.m. OA - 108 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

7:00 p.m. Summer Harmony Rehearsal - Worship Center 12:30 p.m. Confirmation Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

7:15 p.m. Asbury Volleyball - Wesley Center 5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - Worship Ctr. 

7:30 p.m. Priscilla Circle - Aldersgate 6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner - Wesley Center 

  6:30 p.m. Disciple 2 - 217 

  6:30 p.m. Youth Group - 108/YL 

  7:00 p.m. Dig Deep - 106 


