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In all aspects of our lives, we
will strive to be disciples of
Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
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HERITAGE WORSHIP
8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
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5:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center
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SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE

During our 92:30 Worship Service
and Sunday School time, we have
childcare for infants through three
year olds. During our 11:00 Service,

we have childcare available
for infants through PreK.

OFFICE HOURS

8a.m.to4p.m., M—F
1533 Springhouse Road
Allentown, PA 18104
Phone: 610-398-2577
Fax: 610-366-1108
www.asburylv.org

Publicity Requests:
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JANUARY 28, 2016

| hope that everyone stayed safe and was able to dig out of the snow this past week.
Due to the cancellation of worship last Sunday, | am going to preach Part 3 of the ser-
mon series “Starting Over” on Sunday 1/31, and Part 4 of the series on 2/7. February
7" was going to be a stand-alone sermon, not part of any series, and | am cancelling
that message. We will then be on schedule to start our sermon series for Lent “The
Gospel of Light,” focusing on the life of Jesus in the Gospel of John.

As many of you know, we had to restructure our PlayDays program due to changes in
the rules and regulations that apply to preschool programs as interpreted by Depart-
ment of Human Services and the courts of Pennsylvania. PlayDays was a weekday
program for 1 and 2 year olds. PlayDays is now Bright Beginnings, a weekday pro-
gram for children who are a minimum of 2 years, 7 months old. Bright Beginnings is a
precursor to preschool where children are introduced to developmentally appropriate
skills while learning to socialize with other children in a safe, fun and loving environ-
ment. For children younger than 2 years, 7 months old we now offer a NEW Mom &
Me Program. It is an interactive style class that engages parents/caregivers and their
kids in a variety of classroom activities.

| want to thank Karen Bowermaster, Director of Pre-School and Bright Beginnings for
her diligent effort in restructuring the PlayDays program. Due to her leadership, this
restructuring has been a tremendous success and the new programs are thriving.

See you in worship!
Pastor Eric

Asbury United
Methodist Church /

K L J@asburyumclv

In the church calendar, Lent is the forty days before Easter where
we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection and repentance
as we seek to “turn around” or realign our lives and focus toward
God. ltis a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving
practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and selfish desires.
By doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ. Our Lenten Journey at Asbury Church will begin on
Ash Wednesday, February 10, 2016, with a worship service at 7:00
p.m. in the Sanctuary.

LENT

ASH
WEDNESDAY

We would like the congregation and guests alike to have a participatory experience
during the forty days of Lent, and are inviting the Asbury community to bring sticks
(twigs or small branches) from home (maybe from a recent storm or early spring clean
-up) and to offer these sticks at the foot of the cross that is in the Sanctuary hallway.
These sticks serve as a visual representation and metaphor of our awareness of our
shortcomings, failures, burdens, and sin. Sticks are not easy to work with, as they are
brittle, dry, unyielding, stubborn, and rigid — prone to breaking under the slightest
pressure. They symbolize our human frailties. During this time of Lenten contempla-
tion, we bring these sticks to the cross, and that makes all the difference.

Sticks may be brought in at any time during the Lenten journey, as we continue to
reflect upon our lives and prepare to celebrate the good news of Christ’s resurrection,
knowing that we are continually being made new by God'’s love and saving grace.




RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE

OPPORTUNITIES TO SPONSOR ALTAR FLOWERS: We have
some open dates in the next several weeks for anyone wishing to
sponsor the altar flowers. Open dates are 2/21 & 2/28. Cost of a
sponsorship is $45.00. Sign up on the chart across from Room 218
or contact Susan Berry (b33su3@gmail.com or 610-737-0356) if
you are interested

A PARISH NURSE HEALTH MINISTRY UPDATE
SHINGLES: WHY GET VACCINATED?
Herpes Zoster is the viral infection that causes chicken pox. After
chicken pox, the virus remains in the body and can lie dormant for
years but tends to activate in times of iliness or stress. The virus
then causes a painful, pustular rash localized to one or more nerve
roots. The rash generally resolves in 10 to 14 days, but the pain
may persist for months. One in three adults may develop shingles
during his/her lifetime. Although it is approved at age 50, the
herpes zoster vaccine (Zostavax) is recommended for adults age
60 or above with or without previous shingles. It should not be
given to anyone with a poor immune system due to illness or
chemotherapy. Because it is a live virus, contact with unvaccinated
children, pregnant women or those who are immunosuppressed
must be avoided for several weeks after the vaccine is
administered. For most people mild injection site irritation is the
most common side effect. This single lifetime vaccination may
eliminate or reduce the risk of shingles and especially the risk of
long term herpetic pain. Should there be any questions about this
or any other immunization, be sure to discuss them with a health

care provider or pharmacist.
Miller-Keystone Blood Center will have their coach

Blbo on-site from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to accept your

DRI\ E generous donations of the Gift of Life.

Save the date of 3/6 for the Spring Blood Drive
facilitated by our Parish Nurse Health Ministry.

Frequent Attenders in 2015

In 2015, 25 people attended worship at Asbury 90% of the
time or more (either physically present or online). That's 47
out of 52 weeks. In worship on 2/21 we will be giving
those who reached this achievement (listed below) a small
gift. If you think that you missed less than 6 times in
worship over that last year, but you don't see your name on
the list please contact Laurie Wallace Theisen
(Itheisen@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577) so we can
correct the error and you can receive your gift.

John & Diane Antol
Edward & Sarah Brecht
Virginia Briggs

Wendy Huszar
Brian & Donna Kresge
Sarah Kutz-Kankowski

Cindy Brown Manly & Shirley Offutt
Grace Buchman Peg Samois
Donna Carle June Samph
John Dolcin Janet Shannon
Cyndi Frank Pam Unrath

Frank & Michele Godiska
Paul & Carole Hoffman

Tammy Yeakel

DIG DEEP BIBLE STUDY: Everyone is welcome to join us as
we continue our study of the Book of James starting Sunday, 1/31
from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in Room 106. The dates for the winter-
spring session are 1/31, 2/21, 3/6, 3/20, 4/3, 4/17, 5/1, & 5/15.
For more information, please contact Cindy Brown
(cribrown@gmail.com or 610-799-3634) or Linda Woolbaugh
(Iwoolbaugh@yahoo.com or 610-398-9370).

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION

Lord, in the midst of winter, when the days are cold and windy, remind us of the warmth of your love
and compassion. In the midst of winter, when the days are short, dawn comes late, and dusk arrives
early, remind us that in the darkness your light still shines. In the midst of winter, when the flowers of
spring still lie hidden in the earth, when leaves are off the trees, and the world can seem bleak, re-

mind us that Easter is but a short time away.

And when in our lives we feel as if we are experiencing a season of winter, reach out to us with the
power of your resurrection so that we may feel the warmth of your love and see your light that alone

can take away the darkness.

For those who are sick or in the hospital
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently
hospitalized, recently discharged or in rehab, especially Ed-
ward Brecht, Karen Moore and Bill Reed. Have mercy on
those in pain; grant them peace.

For those who need your special help
Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us
all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love
for us, we lift up all those who need your mercy, especially
those affected by the recent storms.

For those who mourn
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones.
Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal love.

For our children
Walk with our children, Lord, as they learn to walk without us.

-- Cal Wick

For our congregation
Lord, you are ever-unchanging, eternal, all-powerful and gen-

tle. Be with each one of us as we walk through hard times and
happy ones, reassuring us always that we belong to you.
For the world, its people and its leaders
Lord, take the hearts of terrorists and change them to hearts of
peace.
With thanksgiving for our joys
We give you thanks continually for each and every blessing.
For the missions we support
Lord, we lift up Everlasting Life Ministries which was founded
with the intent to reach the hurt and abandoned in the inner
cities of the Lehigh Valley. Everlasting Life Ministries is an
organization that relies upon faithful support of its mission
partners.
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INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT

chi N'sS

Child care is available each week at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service for infants and one-
year-olds in Room 214 and for two-year-olds in Room 223. Child care is also provided
during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service in Room 223.

Contact Pam Unrath,
Director of Children’s Ministries,
for information on all
Children’s Ministries activities & opportunities
(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577).

In Children’s Sunday School this Sunday, 1/31, we'll open up our Bibles and dive into
the New Testament story, “The Woman at the Well.” Children in Kindergarten through 5"
Grade will gather in Wesley Center at 9:30 a.m. for Large Group Opening time.

Mark your calendars! The Communion Workshop for our 3" Grade students and their
parents will be on Saturday, 2/6, from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. in Room 219. Please RSVP to
Pam Unrath. Bible Presentation will be on Sunday, 2/28.

Children’s Ministries is searching for individuals to join us on Sunday mornings.
We are looking for volunteers to serve as greeters (9:15 to 9:30 a.m.) in Wesley Center
as well as teachers and teacher assistants (9:30 to 10:30 a.m.) for each Sunday School
classroom. All of the curriculum and resources are provided as well as support from sea-
soned teachers. You can choose your level of commitment. (Serve as a substitute or
volunteer 1-2 Sundays per month - it is up to you.) Please contact Pam Unrath to dis-
cuss how you may like to serve in Children’s Ministries. We would love for you to join us!

asoury
Jouth
Amitres

Not sure if an event will take place because of winter weather? Visit www.asburyym.org or
check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or Instagram feed before leaving home! (No
accounts are required.) Also, make sure you're signed up for the Asbury Youth Ministries
weekly email, which will also send notifications if events are cancelled.

Contact Aaron Forney,
Director of Youth Ministries,
for information on all
Youth Ministries activities & opportunities
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577).

To accommodate for the snow-out we experienced last Sunday, Asbury’s worship
schedule has been adjusted and Youth Sunday has been postponed. Be sure to check
back for the new date!

Confirmation Classes will run from 2/21 through 5/15 and will take place during the
Sunday School hour (9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.). There will be a kickoff session on 2/14 at
8:00 p.m. (following Youth Group) in the Parlor. Confirmation Sunday will be 5/22/16. Visit
www.asburyym.org/confirmation for more information!

The big game is coming up, and we’re going to have our own Super Bowl Party to watch
it together! Whether you’re a football fan or not, come join us and bring a snack if you
can!l. The party is 2/ 7 from 6:30 p.m. until the conclusion of the game (or whenever you
need to be picked up), and we’ll be watching in the Youth Lounge. We'll play commercial
bingo and do some other fun stuff too!

Sunday School is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for our
lives, all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of God’s
community.

0 Middle School Sunday School Topic: If you think about your friends, or certainly
everyone you interact with at school, there are probably quite a few people in your life
who don’t share the same Christian beliefs as you. But what do they believe and how
does it compare to what we believe as Christians? Come find out and join the
discussion. Middle School Sunday School meets on Sunday morning from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. in Room 106.

0 High School Sunday School Topic: All year we’re exploring topics related to loving
our neighbor. Come explore new ground with us this week! High School Sunday
School meets on Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge.

Connecting with God is hard enough, but turning our lives over to Him is extremely
difficult. In the final week of our Refuel series, we’'ll talk about how God doesn't want us to
be doorkeepers; he wants to blow the doors offl Missed the first 2 weeks? No
problem! Catch up on any of our social media accounts (no accounts required to
view). Youth Group meets on Sunday night from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge.

RISK-TAKING MISSION
AND SERVICE

january:;

CHANGE FOR CHANGE

is designated for “Bridging the Gap,”
a program of the Sacred Heart
Hospital Parish Nursing/Community
Outreach Department. The goal of
the program is to assist in making its
clients as independent as possible
by providing assistance with various
healthcare issues. Please place
your contributions in the “Change
For Change” containers at the rear
of the Sanctuary or in the Wesley
Center.

Christmas Eve Offering
for Cookson Hills

For the past few years Asbury
Church has selected a Mission
Partner to receive a percentage of
our Christmas Eve offering to help
further their cause. For 2015,
Asbury Church selected Cookson
Hills Center in Oklahoma. We are
pleased to announce the portion of
our Christmas Eve offering that
Asbury will be donating to Cookson
Hills totals $3,330. Thank you for
your generous donations!

This donation will provide additional
financial support for all of the
wonderful things this center
provides. It will help Director Rev.
Meri Whitaker and her volunteers
continue to do God’s work for the
children and families that rely on the
Cookson Hills Center for support.
Thank you for helping spread God’s
love to these beautiful families in
Cookson Hills, Oklahoma, through
your Christmas Eve contributions.

o

%
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WEEKLY GALENDAR

Sunday, January 31 / UMW Sunday / Baptism

8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary
9:15a.m. God's Rainbow - 200
9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages

10:45a.m. Revelation Bible Study -217

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
2:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings -210/211/215/217
5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - WC
6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner -WC
6:30 p.m.  Youth Group -108/YL
7:00 p.m. Dig Deep - 106

Monday, February 1

6:00 p.m.  Asbury Trio - Sanctuary

6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 12 - WC/106
6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop 6608 - 210

7:00 p.m.  Worship Praise Band - Sanctuary
7:00 p.m.  Sr. High Girls - Offsite

7:00 p.m. Jubilation Ringers - 206

Tuesday, February 2

12:30 p.m.  Program Staff Meeting - Aldersgate
6:30 p.m. LV Walk Now for Autism -217
6:30 p.m. UMW Board Meeting - 106
7:00 p.m.  Asbury Volleyball -WC
7:00 p.m. OA-108

Wednesday, February 3

9:00 a.m. Prayer Group -231

9:00 a.m. Keep In Touch - Aldersgate

1:00 p.m. AA (Open) -WC

5:40 p.m. Faith Ringers - 206

6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters -204

6:30 p.m. Launching into Bible Study - 210

¥ %

Wednesday, February 3 (continued)

6:30 p.m. Journey 101: Loving God - 217

6:30 p.m.  Joyful Noisemakers - 108

7:00 p.m.  Asbury Connection -108

7:00 p.m. The Barn Small Group - 208

7:10 p.m.  Youth Choir - 106

7:15 p.m.  Worship Ministry Meeting - Aldersgate
8:00 p.m. Apostle Ringers - 206

Thursday, February 4

6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop 6401 -106

6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings -210/211/215/217
6:00 p.m.  Open Door Band Rehearsal -WC

7:00 p.m. NARANON - 108

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir -102

Friday, February 5
1:00 p.m. AA (Open) -WC
6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meeting - 211

Saturday, February 6
9:00 a.m.  3rd Grade Communion Workshop - 217

Sunday, February 7 / Communion

8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary
9:15a.m. God's Rainbow - 200
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages
10:45a.m. Revelation Bible Study - 217
11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
12:30 p.m.  Adult Inquirers - Parlor
2:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings -210/211/215/217
5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC
6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner -WC
6:00 p.m.  Youth Super Bowl Party - YL

TARTING
CVER

Sermon Series
Sunday, Jaln
Romans-P2:1

/" Our Staff

Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeokel@osburylv.org\
Garth Olson, Director of Worship golson@asburylv.org
Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care gasquith@asburylv.org
Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries  Itheisen@asburylv.org
Pam Unrath, Director of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org
Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries

& Leader of Open Door Worship Band aforney@asburylv.org
Koﬁ B4vermaster, Director of RCEOI-L hrethoﬁo&wlv.org
CriStffha tenner, Director of Com icgtiohs clenner@asoburylv.org
Tom Gibson, Business Administrator tgibson@asburylv.org
Frank Taylor, Head Custodian fToonr@osburyIv.ory
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