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Our Vision Statement 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., M ñF 
1533 Springhouse Road  

Allentown, PA 18104  
Phone: 610 -398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 
www.asburylv.org  

Asbury United  

Methodist Church  

@asburyumclv  

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 
8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 
5:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center  

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service 
and Sunday School time, we have 
childcare for infants through three 
year olds. During our 11:00 Service, 

we have childcare available  
for infants through PreK.  

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

Publicity Requests:  

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/  

 

 
 

 

       
 
 

 
I want to thank Garth Olson, Amy Enders and all the volunteers who made 
the ñHanging of the Greensò such a wonderful way to celebrate the season at 
Asbury. I also want to thank Kirk Brown for decorating the Sanctuary, as well 
as Dawn Palmquist and all of the volunteers who helped decorate the church.     

From Monday, 12/14, through Thursday, 12/24, we will have an Asbury ad-
vertisement playing on 100.7 WLEV.  During this time of the year, 100.7 plays 
24 hours of Christmas music. The ad is a 15-second spot inviting people in 
our community to come to our Christmas Eve Services if they do not have a 
church home.  My prayer is that people who do not know the hope and joy of 
Christmas will come to Asbury on Christmas Eve and encounter the love of 
Christ.  In order to extend the love of Christ we will need many volunteers.  I 
would like you to prayerfully consider volunteering for one of the many oppor-
tunities to serve at Asbury on Christmas Eve.  You can learn more about are-
as to serve on our website.   

Next Sunday we will continue with our series of messages ñChristmas in the 
Moviesò by looking at the movie ñElf,ò a 2003 Christmas comedy.  Itôs the sto-
ry about one of Santa's elves who learns of his true identity as a human and 
goes to New York City to meet his biological father, spreading Christmas 
cheer in a world of cynics as he goes. We will look at where this film points us 
toward our Advent theme and the real meaning of Christmas.   

     See you in worship!  
     Pastor Eric   

The sign-up chart to sponsor altar flowers for 2016 
is now posted across from Room 218 on the upper 
level.  Please add your name and phone number 
next to the date that you wish to sponsor and you 
will be contacted prior to that date for your dedica-
tion. The cost for sponsorship is $45.00.  

The Jubilation Ringers &  The Whitehall Chorale 
will present "The Sounds of Christmas" at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, 12/13,  
in Asburyôs Sanctuary. Tickets ($10.00) will be available at the door. 



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 
 
 
 

For those who are sick or in the hospital  
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently 
hospitalized, recently discharged or in rehab, especially Dawn 
Schneider and June Matthews. Have mercy on all those in 
pain, and grant them your peace. 

For those who need your special help   
Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 
all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we lift up these people for your care.  
Rich & Beth Snyder lift up a local family mourning the sudden 
death of their 24 year old son, and their daughter, Rebecca 
who has pneumonia and is studying for finals. Margarette Fritz 
asks help and healing for her son as he is battling cancer and 
dealing with the cost of his care. We lift up to the Lord all those 
who are worrying over losing a job; secure them in the faith 
that you have great plans for them. We join with Louann Cline 
who requests successful surgery for her sister, Jane. 

For those who mourn  
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones, 
especially David & Susan Cowling and family as their daughter 
Melanie Cowling, passed away on 11/30 at the age of 42. We 
also ask comfort for the family of John Berger who passed on 
12/5. Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal love.   

For the world, its people and its leaders  
  Inspire the world which has much to share with the world that 

has nothing. 

For our children    
It is the season of love, the season of hope for the future, a 
season to remember all children because of the holy child of 
Bethlehem. We lift up all children in love and joy. 

For our congregation  
 Lord, keep us faithful to you and to each other, surrounding 

every member, friend and stranger with divine love, respect 
and encouragement. 

With thanksgiving for our joys  
 Greg Ellis shares a prayer of celebration for the annual UMC 

#Giving Tuesday efforts. $2.8 million was donated by almost 
6,000 donors to support 539 projects and 229 missionaries. 
Our joy, Dear Lord, is that you sent your Son, the Lamb, to live 
on earth with us and to die for our sins so that we might have 
eternal life. We thank you and we serve you by caring for 
those in need. 

For the missions we support  
Our mission prayer today is for Asburyôs Barrels of Love Minis-
try to Liberia.  Under the leadership of Connie Miller, hundreds 
of barrels of books, clothing, tools, computers and medical 
supplies have been shipped to our mission partners in Liberia 
where the per capita GDP is one of the lowest in the world 
(approximately half that of Haiti).  We thank God for our broth-
ers and sisters in Liberia and the opportunity to serve them. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF OUR 
CONGREGATION 

Hark ! The herald angels sing! Glory to the newborn king!  

 

PARISH HEALTH TIP FOR DECEMBER:  The holidays are upon 
us!  Donôt forget you can replace salt and sugar with nutrient-dense 
herbs and spices. Try turmeric, ginger, cinnamon, thyme and 
rosemary. This will help your mental focus, reduce muscle pain and  
increase your metabolism. 
 

STAMP MINISTRY:  As you open your Christmas cards this year, 
please remember to save the stamps for Asburyôs Stamp Ministry, a 
mission program of the UMW.  Cut out the stamps, leaving at least 
ıò border, and drop them in any of the collection containers 
throughout the building. Do not cut too close, or paper clip the 
stamps!  For more information, contact Jan Kuhns (610-442-8766). 
 

PRAYER AND SHARE TOGETHER:  Asbury regularly hosts two 
Christian support groups for Lehigh Valley women:  one for women 
with loved ones who are struggling with emotional issues such as 
depression, anxiety, bipolar; and another for those who are afflicted 
themselves. Next meetings for both groups:  Tuesday, 12/15, from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM. in Room 210.  For more information, contact Linda 
(610-395-8756). 

 

P.E.P. CLUB (People Enjoying People) 
will meet on Friday, 12/18, at 11:30 a.m. 
for their Christmas Luncheon.  The Board 
will provide soup and beverages.  
Attendees whose last names begin with 
A-M are asked to bring salads, and those 
whose begin with N-Z should bring 
desserts.  A musical program will be 
presented by Frank Godiska.  All senior 
(50+) adults are welcome to attend the 
meeting in Fellowship Hall. 

 
SUSANNA CIRCLE will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 12/14, in 
Elouise Schreffler's home, 1717 Glacier Court, Allentown.  To 
celebrate the holidays, Lorraine Horne will tell us about 
Christmas markets along the Danube.  We are also planning an 
ornament exchange.  If you want to participate, please bring a 
$5 wrapped ornament.  All women are welcome. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, 12/15, at 6:30 
PM in the Aldersgate Room. All knitters and crocheters are 
welcome. Please contact Pam Grossman (610-398-8066 or 
pm.grossmann@gmail.com) or Dale Begany (610-216-9517 or 
dbegany@hotmail.com) for more information. 
 

UMW COLLECTION:  December is a great month to donate 
new blankets and large warm sweatshirt jackets for those in 
need. If you can help, the UMW will be collecting new blankets 
and XL hooded/zipped sweatshirt jackets for those in need at 
Daybreak in Allentown. A collection bin is located near the UMW 
bulletin board on the lower level. Thank you in advance and for 
all you monthly contributions for our neighbors in need.  
 

PECANS FOR HOLIDAY B AKING! As of 12/10 
there were 22 bags left. They may be purchased in 
the church office during office hours. Cost of a 16 oz. 
bag is still $11.00.   
 

  A few notes from the Financial $ecretary: 

$      We will be closing the books for 2015 on January 4, 2015. 
Contributions marked 2015 received after January 4 will be 
credited to 2016. Please indicate your envelope number 
on all correspondence. Please do not put contributions for 
different years on the same check ï each year must be 
deposited separately.  

$$   Remember, you can now make contributions to Asbury 
directly through our website or by submitting an authoriza-
tion for direct debit to the church office. Call the office if 
you need more information about this. 

$$$ Anyone desiring to make stock contributions or prepaid 
contributions for 2016 prior to the end of 2015 should con-
tact me for instructions. 

Suzanne Weida  (610-398-2577 or sweida@asburylv.org) 



INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

Thank you to everyone - students and adults, volunteers, diners, and donors - 
who made our spaghetti dinner a success!   Together we were able to raise over 
$1200 for our high school West Virginia Work Week Mission Trip.   THANK YOU!  
 

Sunday School  is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for 
our lives, all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of Godôs 
community.  
 

Middle School Sunday School Topic : As Christians, weôre supposed to serve 

others as Jesus would, but what does that really mean in our life?  Come find out 
and join the discussion.  Middle School Sunday School meets on Sunday 
morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Room 106.   

High School Sunday School Topic : Why Joseph and Mary? Why 

shepherds?  Who would God use today? Letôs take a look at the cast of players 
in the Nativity. We know the star, Jesus. But who is the supporting cast? Why did 
God choose them? To answer these questions, letôs look at who would be the 
supporting cast if Jesus was born this year, 2015. How would things 
change? What would be the same? High School Sunday School meets on 
Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

 

Waiting is hard é and we kept you waiting another week for this series to start!  This 
season of Advent is all about preparing for Christmas, but alsoé waiting.  In our new 
2-week series, ñWaiting for Jesus,ò weôll talk about learning how to wait, even when 
we donôt see hope on the horizon.  It starts this Sundayé really!   Youth Group 
meets on Sunday night from 6:30 TO  8:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge.  
 

Keep up -to-date with us online! Sign up for our weekly email (www.asburyym.org/
update) and visit www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, or 
Instagram feed. No accounts are required to access any of the social media 
accounts. 

Contact Aaron Forney,  
Director of Youth Ministries,  

for information on all  
Youth Ministries activities & opportunities  
(aforney@asburylv.org  or 610-398-2577). 

Child care is available each week at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service for infants and 
one-year-olds in Room 214 and for two-year-olds in Room 223. Child care is also 
provided during 11:00 a.m. Worship Service in Room 223.   
 

This Sunday, 12/13, all Childrenôs Sunday School Classes will continue their four 
week Advent Journey.  Children in Kindergarten through 5th Grade will gather in 
Fellowship Hall for Large Group Opening at 9:30 a.m. 
 

J.A.M. (Asburyôs 3rdð5th Grade Junior Youth Group) will take place on Sunday, 
12/13, from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in Room 210.  Please contact Pam Unrath to R.S.V.P. 
 

The final dress rehearsal for the Christmas Eve Family Service will be Wednes-
day, 12/16, from 6:00 to 7:00 p/m. in the Sanctuary.  If your child is unable to attend 
this very important rehearsal, please touch base with me as soon as possible. 
 

Kidsô Club will sponsor ñA Night in Bethlehemò on Friday, 12/18, from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m.  All children Age 4 through 5th Grade are invited to join us for dinner, 
games, crafts and a reading of the Christmas Story.  Please RSVP to Pam Unrath. 

Contact Pam Unrath,  
Director of Childrenôs Ministries, 

for information on all  
Childrenôs Ministries activities & opportunities 

(punrath@asburylv.org  or 610-398-2577). 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE  
 

Decemberôs CFC is designated  to  
help the Cherokee people of Cookson 
Hills, OK fund their Firewood  Ministry. 
This project provides firewood for 
warmth and cooking and provides 
employment for reservation residents. 
Please place your contributions in the 
ñChange For Changeò containers at 
the rear of the Sanctuary or in the 
Wesley Center. 
 
 

 
Volunteers are needed by 
Everlasting Life Ministries to help 
with a Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday, 12/19, at Bethany E. C. 
Church, 224 N. 6th St., Allentown.  
Needed are servers, fresh or frozen 
turkeys, baked goods, fresh fruit, 
canned goods, paper products, and/or 
cash donations. If you can help, 
please call their office (610-776-4009) 
for drop-off times or to volunteer.  This 
ministry is one that we support 
through Asbury In Mission (AIM).   
 

 
 

 

JEWELS OF HOPE, GIFTS FROM 
THE HEART AND BRICKS  FOR THE 
RAMOS PLAYGROUND PRO JECT 
will be available between the Sunday 
morning services (in the Community 
Room) and at the Open Door Service 
(Wesley Center). Please stop by the 
tables on 12/13 or 12/20 to support 
our missions.   
 

 

 

 
A HUGE thank you to Asbury for the 
donations to the Allentown Rescue 
Mission's "Thanks for Giving" 
campaign.  The food and supplies 
donated will help to provide meals and 
comfort to the men at the Mission 
throughout the coming year.   

 

Gifts 
from the  

Heart 
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 Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor  eyeakel@asburylv.org  

Garth Olson, Director of Worship  golson@asburylv.org  

Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care  gasquith@asburylv.org  

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries  ltheisen@asburylv.org  

Pam Unrath,  Director of Childrenõs Ministries punrath@asburylv.org  

Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries   

        & Leader of Open Door Worship Band  aforney@asburylv.org  

Karen Bowermaster, Director of PreSchool  preschool@asburylv.org  

        & Director of PlayDays  playdays@asburylv.org  

Cristina Lenner, Director of Communications  clenner@asburylv.org  

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator  tgibson@asburylv.org  

Weekly Calendar 

Holiday Deadlines for Worship Bulletin  
For 12/20 & 12/24ðMonday, 12/14 (8:00 AM)  

For 12/27 ðMonday, 12/21 (8:00 AM)  
For 1/3ðMonday, 12/28 (8:00 AM)  

 

Holiday Deadlines for ñThe Vineò 
For 12/24ðMonday, 12/21 (8:00 AM)  
For 12/31ðMonday, 12/28 (8:00 AM)  

    

Sunday, December 13  Wednesday, December 16 (continued)  

8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  6:00 p.m.  Joyful Noisemakers - Sanctuary  

9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200  6:00 p.m.  Rainbow Singers - Sanctuary  

9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters - 204 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  6:30 p.m.  Launching into Bible Study - 210 

10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217 6:30 p.m.  Bazaar Wrap -Up Meeting - 217 

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  7:00 p.m.  SPRC - Aldersgate  

4:00 p.m.  Jubilation Ringers Concert - Sanctuary  7:10 p.m.  Youth Choir - 106  

5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 8:00 p.m.  Apostle Ringers - 206 

6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - WC   

6:15 p.m.  JAM - 210 Thursday, December 17  

6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108  6:00 p.m.  Open Door Band Rehearsal - WC 

6:30 p.m.  Disciple I - Aldersgate  6:00 p.m.  Pack 12 Den Meetings - 210/211/215/217  

6:30 p.m.  Disciple 2 - 208 7:00 p.m.  NARANON - 108 

  7:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir - 102  

Monday, December 14    

6:00 p.m.  Asbury Trio - Sanctuary  Friday, December 18  

7:00 p.m.  Worship Praise Band - Sanctuary  11:30 a.m.  P.E.P. Club - FH 

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Troop 12 - FH/106  1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - 108 

7:00 p.m.  Sr. High Girls - Offsite  6:00 p.m.  Pack 12 Den Meeting - 211 

7:00 p.m.  Finance Committee - Aldersgate  6:00 p.m.  Kids Club - WC/FH/106/108  

    

Tuesday, December 15  Saturday, December 19  

12:30 p.m.  Program Staff Meeting - Aldersgate  No events scheduled  

6:30 p.m.  Prayer Shawl Ministry - Aldersgate    

7:00 p.m.  Church Council - 217  Sunday, December 20 / Baptism  

7:00 p.m.  OA - 108 8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  

7:00 p.m.  Asbury Volleyball - WC 9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 

7:00 p.m.  Prayer and Share Together - 210 9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  

  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  

Wednesday, December 16  10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217 

9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group - 231  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Bible Study - 108 2:00 p.m.  Pack 12 Den Meetings - 210/211/215/217  

1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - FH 5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 

5:30 p.m.  Garden of Eatin' - WC 6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - WC 

5:40 p.m.  Faith Ringers - 206  6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108  
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