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Our Vision Statement  

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., M ñF 
1533 Springhouse Road  

Allentown, PA 18104  
Phone: 610 -398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 
www.asburylv.org  

Asbury United  

Methodist Church  

@asburyumclv  

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 
8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 
5:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center  

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service 
and Sunday School time, we have 
childcare for infants through three 
year olds. During our 11:00 Service, 

we have childcare available  
for infants through PreK.  

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

Publicity Requests:  

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/  

 

 
 

 

       
 
 
 
I have always enjoyed the Thanksgiving holiday.  It is a great time to spend with family 
and friends, have a great meal, and watch some football.  For some of you, it may be 
a time to prepare for those Black Friday specials.  Whatever ways you enjoy spending 
the holiday, we cannot forget that Thanksgiving begins and ends with God.  The pur-
pose of the day is to give thanks to God.  

Many times when we give thanks to God it revolves around counting our blessings.  
However, in Habakkuk 3:17-18 we read ñ17 Though the fig tree does not blossom, and 
no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive fails and the fields yield no 
food; though the flock is cut off from the fold and there is no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation.ò  In this passage we find 
that failure rather than success seems to be the order of the day, and yet in the midst 
of failure is a cry of hope and confidence.   

We are reminded by this passage that we donôt simply thank God for our wealth, our 
health, or for other blessings. We thank God in all circumstances because of who he 
is, for our place in his plan, and that with God we are given a second chance.  When 
we fail in various pursuits in life, we know that we are the children of a God who is 
loving and forgiving. We are thankful because we are children of the ñsecond chance.ò     

Blessings to all of you as you celebrate Thanksgiving with family, friends, and loved 
ones. I pray you have a wonderful holiday!      
     See you in worship!  
     Pastor Eric   

ADVENT READERS / CANDLE LIGHTERS NEEDED  

Families, couples, or individuals are invited to participate in the light-
ing of the Advent candles for Sunday mornings 11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 
and 12/20, and the four services on Christmas Eve. This year we will 
be introducing music to accompany the Advent reading and candle 
lighting ceremony. If you would like to be a part of this meaningful, 
traditional act of worship, please contact Garth Olson (610-398-2577 
or golson@asburylv.org) or Donna Nuss (610-395-3479). 

 

Young musicians are invited to share their talents by playing 
during the preludes on Christmas Eve.  Youth through 
Grade 6 will participate at the 3:00 service and youth in 
Grades 7-12 will participate at the 7:00 service.  Contact 
Carol Lenhart (610-398-1205 or ICARainbow2@gmail.com) 
before 12/10 to volunteer.  Please provide music title, instru-
ment, and exact length of your selection. 

Pick up your free Advent Devotional beginning Sunday, 
11/22, and read daily to prepare for the celebration of Jesus' 
birth. Advent Devotionals, which are provided by Asbury's 
Prayer Ministry Team, will be at the Welcome Desks and on 
the tables outside the Sanctuary and Wesley Center.  

mailto:ICARainbow@aol.com


RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 
 
 
 

 

UMW COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER UPDATE: Please 
donate boxes of Breakfast Bars (instead of Granola Bars) to 
help fill 900 goodie bags for the children of Ramos Elementary 
School in Allentown. Donation boxes are located by the 
elevators. Contact Debi Olphin for any monetary donations.  
 

THE UMW CHRISTMAS TEA will be held on Sunday, 12/6, at 
12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a light lunch and be 
delighted by the Allentown School District Middle School 
Dancers. For our mission project we will be collecting hats, 
scarves, and mittens/gloves for women. Tickets ($8.00) will be 
available in the Community Room between services on 11/22 & 
11/29. For more information, contact Wendy Wright (610-398-
8882 or wendywright000@aol.com). 

 

 

On behalf of the United Methodist Women, we want to thank all 
of you who assisted and supported our annual Bazaar.  It was a 
huge success! Every year it takes thirty-two chairmen/women to 
organize and set up each unique area of the Bazaar, and many 
volunteers spend the week before the Bazaar pricing, tagging, 
and sorting. It takes many hours and somehow everyone is 
ready. Additionally there is the massive task of cleaning and 
preparing the church for Sunday. Thanks go out to all of you 
who either stayed or returned to help, and to the Boy Scouts 
who joined us. It is very heartwarming to witness all of these 
folks working together. 

The Bazaar is a huge undertaking that requires many 
volunteers. However, there is a great sense of family and fun 
that brings many of us back year after year.  If you would like to 
join us, contact any of the ladies listed below. 

Bazaar Coordinators 2015 
 

Kim Campbell  Marsha Johnston  Kate Woodley  Wendy Wright 

For those who are sick or in the hospital  
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently 
hospitalized, recently discharged or in rehab. Have mercy on 
all those in pain, and grant them your peace. 

For those who need your special help   
Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 
all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledging your love 
and mercy toward us, we lift up these people for your care. 
With Matt Barraco we lift up Mrs. Lenhart for healing. Renee 
Althouse's dear friend, Suzanne, asks for healing for her hus-
band who fell down the stairs and sustained a brain injury. 
Former member Gail Drown, asks healing for her brother, Len-
ny, who starts chemo for brain cancer. Trever Williams asks 
comfort for a close friend whose wife died unexpectedly. Judy 
Ehninger asks healing for former member, Don Martin, who is 
experiencing serious complications from surgery. She also 
asks healing for George Spill after his cardiac ablation. And 
healing for herself during her trip.  Louann Clineôs sister, Jane 
Fox, received a discouraging report from a PET scan and asks 
prayers for the doctors as they determine how to treat her. 

For those who mourn  
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved ones, 
especially the family of Dorothy Crawshaw who passed 
through death into everlasting life on 11/19. 

For the world, its people and its leaders  
   We join with Trever Williams who asks for comfort for the peo-

ple of Paris and the whole of Europe during this difficult time. 
Give us leaders, O Lord, who act only after long reflection. 

For our children    
Help us to remind our children that God loves them just as 
they are.  

For our congregation  
 We give you thanks, O Lord, for the wonder of your creation, 

the joy of living and serving you, and the warmth of family and 
friends gathering this week for Thanksgiving Day.  

With thanksgiving for our joys  

 Jan Lucas thanks God and Asbury for continued prayers 
for her mom who is now in rehab and has a long road to 
recovery, but celebrated her 85th birthday recently. 
There is no end to your blessings, O God. Help us to 
remember to "give thanks in all circumstances" as we 
realize that you have your reasons for things which are 
often beyond our human comprehension. 

For the missions we support    

Our mission prayer this week is for the Gideons. We are 
blessed to have their Bible Outreach in hotels, schools 
and communities around the globe. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF OUR 
CONGREGATION 

 

Lord, open our minds to opportunities to serve.  Open our hearts to com-
passion.  Open our doors to the lost and lonely.  We are all your children.  

Inspire us to love each other as You love us, forgiving everyday,  
encouraging each moment.  Amen. 

 

This year we are joyously kicking off the 
Christmas season by celebrating the start of 
Advent at Asbury Church with the Hanging of 
the Greens on Saturday, December 5th starting 
at 4:00 p.m.  This will be a wonderful event 
encouraging participation by all ages and 
encompassing many activities including:   

 

Decorating the hallways & worship areas of Asbury Church 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Adult crafts & baking for local charities from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

A sensory-rich Christmas journey to Jesusô birthplace where 
families will experience the Biblical-times town of Bethlehem 
through hands-on activities from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

As part of Asbury's Advent Celebration/Hanging of the Greens, 
enjoy a free-will donation Spaghetti Dinner run by Asbury 
Youth Ministries.  Dinner is served from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the 
Wesley Center.  Donations go toward the Senior High West 
Virginia Work Week Mission Trip.  

30-minute Advent Celebration Service at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary, featuring choral and instrumental ensembles, 
readings & storytelling, prayer, and familiar Christmas songs. 

 
THE JUBILATION RINGE RS &  
THE WHITEHALL CHORALE  

will present "The Sounds of Christmas" at 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, 12/13, in Asburyôs 
Sanctuary. (Snow date is Sunday, 12/20.) 
Forms to order tickets ($10) are available 
at the Welcome Desks or may be 
downloaded from Asbury's website. 
Questions? Contact Kim (610-298-0094). 
 
LAST CHANCE TO PURCH ASE PECANS! There are 30 bags left. 
They may be purchased in the office during office hours. Cost of a 
16 oz. bag is still $11.00.  Great for holiday baking! 

mailto:wendywright000@aol.com


INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE  
 

Novemberôs CFC is designated  to help 
purchase items for the Allentown 
Rescue Missionôs Annual ñThanks for 
Givingò Food & Supply Drive. Please 
place your monetary contributions in the 
ñChange For Changeò containers at the 
rear of the Sanctuary or in the Wesley 
Center. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The "Thanks for Giving" Food and 
Supply Drive to benefit the Allentown 
Rescue Mission ends this week, so 
please return your donations to the 
lower level across from the office by 
11/22. Donations most needed at this 
time are large boxes of healthy cereal, 
fruit juice, large cans of fruit and 
individual servings of canned fruit, 
chicken and beef broth, coffee, paper 
towels, bleach, and travel size shaving 
cream.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

In order to save time, money & trees, 
you will not be receiving your 2016 
envelopes in boxed sets.  You will be 
receiving envelopes in the mail every 2 
months. Using this system will make it 
easier for us to keep membersô 
addresses up-to-date and to add new 
members and delete former members 
more efficiently. People who use 
electronic banking or who do not desire 
to receive envelopes can also be 
removed from the envelope mailings.  
All of the labeling, sorting and mailing 
will be done by the same vendor that 
has supplied our boxed sets in the past. 
When the office is notified of a change, it 
can often be made before the next 
mailing cycle. This system also allows 
us to add special envelopes or change 
the date of an event if the need arises.  
All of this is projected to cost the same 
or less than the boxed set mailing, but 
with a lot less effort on the part of our 
office staff and volunteers. 

Sign up now to help with our Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser at www.asburyym.org/
spaghetti !  This dinner, on 12/5, is a long -standing tradition as part of Asburyôs 
Hanging of the Greens, and we need your help to make it a success!    
 

Youth Group: Approaching Thanksgiving, you might look at your life and feel that thereôs 
nothing to be thankful for. In the final week of our ñThankfulò series, weôll talk about being 
thankful for what we have in our lives, even when we donôt feel like being thankful. Missed 
weeks 1 and 2?  No problem!  Weôll catch you up and you can also review on any of our 
social media accounts (you donôt need your own account to view them).  Youth Group 
meets on Sunday night from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Youth Lounge. 
 

Sunday School is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for 
our lives, all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of 
Godôs community.  
 

Middle School Sunday School Topic : As Christians, weôre supposed to serve 

others as Jesus would, but what does that really mean in our life?  Come find out and 
join the discussion.  Middle School Sunday School meets on Sunday morning from 
9:30 to. 10:30 a.m. in Room 106.   

High School Sunday School Topic :  The Bible has some explicit statements about 

what roles are to be in a marital relationship, but how do we make that fit in the here 
and now?  Come be part of the discussion.  High School Sunday School meets on 
Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

 
The Turkey Bowl is our annual football game on the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving.  Families are welcome to join us for an active game of ñtwo-
hand-touchò rules football!  This year the game will be Sunday, 11/29, from 
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Asbury . (Please note change of location!)  
 

Keep up -to-date with us online!  Sign up for our weekly email (www.asburyym.org/
update) and visit www.asburyym.org or check our Facebook page, Twitter feed, 
or Instagram feed.  No accounts are required to access any of the social media accounts. 

Contact Aaron Forney,  
Director of Youth Ministries,  

for information on all  
Youth Ministries activities & opportunities  
(aforney@asburylv.org  or 610-398-2577). 

EXTRAVAGANT  

GENEROSITY 

Child care is available each week at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service for infants and one-
year-olds in Room 214 and for two-year-olds in Room 223. Child care is also provided in 
Room 223 during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.    
 

Each year, Asburyôs children and their families work 
together to share the love and joy of Christmas with 
children in our neighboring communities through the 
Holiday Gift Box Mission Project.  From 11/22 until 
12/13, Asbury will be accepting donations of small 
toys, card games, nerf balls, playdoh, crayons, 
socks, etc.  On 12/14 our 4th & 5th Grade Sunday 
School Classes will place those donations in 
wrapped shoe boxes, which will then be delivered 
to the Sixth Street Shelter and Everlasting Life Min-
istries in Allentown.  If you are interested in making 
a donation, there will be collection boxes located in 
the Community Room, outside the Wesley Center 
and in Fellowship Hall at the beginning of Sunday 
School.  We appreciate your willingness to share 
the spirit of the season. 

Contact Pam Unrath,  
Director of Childrenôs Ministries, 

for information on all  
Childrenôs Ministries activities & opportunities 

(punrath@asburylv.org  or 610-398-2577). 
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 Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor  eyeakel@asburylv.org  

Garth Olson, Director of Worship  golson@asburylv.org  

Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care  gasquith@asburylv.org  

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries  ltheisen@asburylv.org  

Pam Unrath,  Director of Childrenõs Ministries punrath@asburylv.org  

Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries   

        & Leader of Open Door Worship Band  aforney@asburylv.org  

Karen Bowermaster, Director of PreSchool  preschool@asburylv.org  

        & Director of PlayDays  playdays@asburylv.org  

Cristina Lenner, Director of Communications  clenner@asburylv.org  

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator  tgibson@asburylv.org  

Weekly Calendar 

COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

Jordan UCC (Walbert Ave. & Rt. 309)  
7:00 PM ~ Wednesday, 11/25  

Participating, pastors, choirs and congregations 
are Jordan Lutheran, St. Joseph the Worker RC 
Church, Jordan UCC (the host church) and As-
bury. Please bring a canned good for the food 
bank at Jordan Lutheran, and plan to stay for 
fellowship after the service  

    

Sunday, November 22 / Baptism  Wednesday, November 25  

8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group - 231 

9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - FH 

9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters - 204 

9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  7:00 p.m.  Community Thanksgiving Service - Jordan UCC  

10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217    

11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  Thursday, November 26 / Thanksgiving  

1:30 p.m.  Raingutter Regatta - FH Building & Office Closed  

5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 7:00 p.m.  NARANON - 108 

6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - WC   

6:30 p.m.  Youth Group - YL/108    

6:30 p.m.  Disciple I - Aldersgate    

6:30 p.m.  Disciple 2 - 208   

7:00 p.m.  Dig Deep - 106   

  Friday, November 27  

Monday, November 23  Building & Office Closed  

11:00 a.m.  Cooking for Daybreak - WC Kitchen  1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - FH 

5:45 p.m.  Dancing Stars Ballet Class - Parlor    

6:00 p.m.  Asbury Trio - Sanctuary  Saturday, November 28  

6:30 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop 6608 - 210  10:00 a.m.  CLM Orientation - Aldersgate  

6:30 p.m.  Monday Night Men - 215   

7:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees - Aldersgate  Sunday, November 29 / Baptism  

7:00 p.m.  Sr. High Girls - Offsite  8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  

7:00 p.m.  Worship Praise Band - Sanctuary  9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 

7:00 p.m.  Jubilation Ringers - 206 9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  

7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Troop 12 - FH/106  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  

  10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217  

Tuesday, November 24  11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

6:00 p.m.  Girl Scout Troop 654 - 219/221  2:00 p.m.  Turkey Bowl - Springhouse Fields  

7:00 p.m.  Asbury Volleyball - WC 5:00 p.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 

7:00 p.m.  OA - 108 6:00 p.m.  Sunday Night Dinner - WC 
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