
faith in action… imagine your life 

The Vine 

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 5
, 2

01
5 

Our Vision Statement 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., M—F 
1533 Springhouse Road 

Allentown, PA 18104 
Phone: 610-398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 
www.asburylv.org 

Asbury United 

Methodist Church 

@asburyumclv 

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

Senior Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 
8:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 
5:00 p.m. in the Wesley Center 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Worship Service 
and Sunday School time, we have 
childcare for infants through three 
year olds. During our 11:00 Service, 

we have childcare available 
for infants through PreK.  

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

Publicity Requests: 

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/ 

 

 
 

 

       
 
 
 

I want to thank all the volunteers that made the first Sunday night Open Door 
service a tremendous success.  It was great to see so many people come out 
Sunday evening for worship and dinner.  If you know someone who doesn’t 
have a church home and cannot attend worship on a Sunday morning please 
tell them about our new service time, 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evening. 

Next Sunday we will begin a two week series of messages entitled “The End 
of the World as we Know it.”  In this series we will explore what the Bible says 
about the end of the world and Christ’s second coming.  In every generation, 
people have seen signs and wondered if the end is near. So what do these 
scriptures mean? Are we living in the last days? I hope you will join us as we 
try and answer those questions. 

† November 15  Jesus and the End of the Age   
† November 22  The Message of Revelation   

 

Closing out 2015 will be a sermon series called “Christmas in the Movies.” 
We all have our favorite Christmas movies, the ones we watch year after 
year. Some of these movies remind us of what Christmas is all about – the 
timeless story of hope, peace, joy and love – the birth of a child. I hope you 
join us this holiday season as we will share the joy of the season each week 
with inspiring music, fun movies and the simple story that changed the world 
and transforms our lives. 

 November 29  Miracle on 34
th

 Street   
 December 6  How the Grinch  Stole Christmas 
 December 13  It’s a Wonderful Life     
 December 20  Elf      
 December 24  A Christmas Carol 

 

      See you in worship! 
     Pastor Eric   

ADVENT READERS/CANDLE LIGHTERS NEEDED 

Families, couples, or individuals are invited to participate 
in the lighting of the Advent candles for Sunday mornings 
11/29, 12/6, 12/13, and 12/20, and the four services on 
Christmas Eve. This year we will be introducing music to 
accompany the Advent reading and candle lighting cere-
mony. If you would like to be a part of this meaningful, 
traditional act of worship, please contact Garth Olson (610
-398-2577 or golson@asburylv.org). 



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 
 
 
 

For those who are sick or in the hospital 
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those cur-
rently hospitalized, recently discharged or in rehab, es-
pecially Marilyn Shelly, Charles Samph, Ed Kankowski 
and Sandy Josephson. Have mercy on all those in pain, 
both physical and mental, and grant them your peace. 

For those who need your special help   
Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you 
love us all like a devoted parent. Gratefully acknowledg-
ing your love and mercy toward us, we lift up these peo-
ple for your care:  Ann Ludman and Karen Moore lift up 
deceased family members, David Sandway and his 
mother Martha for the Lord's care. We pray that Allan 
Gow will find a new place to live.  We lift up our grown 
children, Lord, for your guidance. 

For those who mourn 
Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved 
ones. Reassure them of your unending mercy and eter-
nal love.   

For the world, its people and its leaders 
   We pray for the success of those who fight against evil 

in the Middle East and elsewhere. 
For our children    

We ask that our children look to you, Jesus, for inspira-
tion in their lives.  

For our congregation 
 We thank you for all the volunteers who make the annu-

al UMW Bazaar so successful. 
With thanksgiving for our joys 

We celebrate the following joys: The wonderful Novem-
ber weather!  The joy and fun of the UMW Bazaar! 

For the missions we support    
Our prayer this week is for Lehigh Valley Youth For 
Christ. We pray for continued success with their middle 
school and high school programming matching children 
to churches in their community. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF OUR 
CONGREGATION 

Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
for the sake of your name lead and guide me .  

       Psalm 31:3  

 

PARISH NURSE HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS: We each have the 
responsibility for our own health.  God has given us wonderful 
bodies and it is our job to take the best care of this amazing gift.  
Have you received a flu shot, pneumonia vaccine or shingles 
vaccine?  Have a conversation with your physician and get your 
inoculations up to date.  Eat healthy foods, exercise regularly and 
keep hydrated.  Restful sleep is also very important.  Seven to eight 
hours a night is perfect.  No matter what your age, all of these 
things are necessary for good health.  NOTE:  Flu shots will not 
be offered at Asbury this year, so be sure to get one from your 
doctor or another health care provider. 
 
COMMUNITY ROOM HELP:  Volunteers are needed to set up and 
clean up the Community Room on Sunday mornings. Two shifts are 
available: 7:45 to 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Training will be 
provided. Contact Laurie Wallace Theisen (ltheisen@asburylv.org) 
or the church office (610-398-2577) if you can help.  
 
FAITHFUL ASBURY USHERS:  Please join us for a brief meeting 
on either Sunday, 11/15,  from 12:15-2:00 p.m. or Monday, 11/16, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Room 217. We will review a few procedures 
and begin signups for the Christmas Eve Sanctuary Services.    
Lunch will be provided at the Sunday meeting and a light snack/
beverage will be provided on Monday evening. Please RSVP to 
Cyndi Frank (frankcj@ptd.net or 610-799-6079).  
 
PRAYER AND SHARE TOGETHER:  Asbury regularly hosts two 
Christian support groups for Lehigh Valley women:  one for women 
with loved ones who are struggling with emotional issues such as 
depression, anxiety, bipolar; and another for those who are afflicted 
themselves. Next meetings for both groups:  Tuesday, 11/10, from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM. in Room 210.  For more information, contact Linda 
(610-395-8756). 
 
SODA TAB COLLECTION: Samantha Lucas is collecting Pop-
Tabs to take to the Ronald McDonald House Charities. These tabs 
will be recycled and the profit will help a family acquire housing 
while a loved one is ill. There will be a jar in the Community Room 
for the tabs until the Christmas season. Thank you for your support.  

 
 

 
 
 
SUSANNA CIRCLE will meet on Monday, 11/9, at 7:00 p.m. in 
Marsha Hersh's home, 11732 Terrace Circle, Allentown (610-
435-3741). Rosemary Sharf will speak about her daughter's 
experience with domestic violence and how she has used that 
experience to launch a national crusade. In conjunction with this 
theme, we will again feature an auction with the proceeds going 
to Turning Point. Please bring a new or gently used item for the 
auction. All women are invited to join us! 
 
PRISCILLA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, 11/10, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Aldersgate Room. The Circle will  continue the study of 
Psalms with "Faithful Complaining" led by Carlen Blackstone. All 
women are welcome.  For additional information, contact Judy 
Whitby (610-432-1848 or jmwhitby@aol.com) or Brenda Baxter 
at (610-433-2583 or  brendabaxter14@gmail.com).   
 
THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE will meet on Thursday, 11/12, at 
9:30 a.m. in the Aldersgate Room. Leah Kuhns will lead the 
devotions. Please come prepared to share memories of your 
own Thanksgiving experiences. Please remember the new 
security system will be in operation. All women are welcome. 
 
UMW PECANS WILL BE AVAILABLE on Sunday, 11/8 in the 
Community Room between services, if they haven’t all been sold 
at the Bazaar. The cost of a 16 oz. bag is $11.00. 
 
UMW COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER: This month the UMW 
is collecting boxes of nut-free Granola Bars to help fill 900 
goodie bags for the children of Ramos Elementary School in 
Allentown. Each year the Ramos PTO hosts a Santa event for 
the children. The UMW has also purchased red and green 
handled bags for the children's goodies. Donations boxes are 
located by the elevators if you would like to contribute to this 
"Holiday Happiness" for the children. Contact Debi Olphin for 
any monetary donations!! Thank you!  
 

 



INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

November’s CFC is designated  to 
help purchase items for the 
Allentown Rescue Mission’s Annual 
“Thanks for Giving” Food & Supply 
Drive. Please place your monetary 
contributions in the “Change For 
Change” containers at the rear of 
the Sanctuary or in the Wesley 
Center. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The "Thanks for Giving" Food and 
Supply Drive to benefit the 
Allentown Rescue Mission begins 
11/8. Pick up an empty bag in the 
Community Room and fill it with the 
items listed on the bag.  Donations 
most needed at this time are large 
boxes of healthy cereal, fruit juice, 
large cans of fruit and individual 
servings of canned fruit, chicken 
and beef broth, coffee, paper 
towels, bleach, and travel size 
shaving cream.  Return items to 
Asbury's lower level by Sunday, 
11/22.  The Rescue Mission is most 
appreciative of Asbury's support of 
this project for many years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are planning to donate stock 
to Asbury, please call the church 
office and let Suzanne know your 
name, the name of the stock, the 
number of shares and the 
approximate trade date. This 
information is critical in getting the 
donation posted to your statement 
of giving. 
 

 

Child care is available each week at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service for infants and one-
year-olds in Room 214 and for two-year-olds in Room 223. Child care is also provided in 
Room 223 during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.    
 

This Sunday, 11/8, all children’s Sunday School Classes will explore God’s 
presence in our lives as we continue a 4-week study about Moses.  Children in 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade will gather in Fellowship Hall for Large Group 
Opening at 9:30 a.m.    
 
Also this Sunday, 11/8, JAM (3rd—5th Grade Junior Youth Group) will take place from 
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in Room 210.  Please let Pam Unrath know if your child is planning on 
attending.  Encourage them to bring a friend!! 
 
Children’s ThanksGiving Dinner Basket Mission Project continues until 11/20.  We 
are asking for help in collecting non-perishable food items (canned vegetables, boxed 
stuffing, canned sweet potatoes, etc.) for some of our local families who maybe need a 
little assistance this Thanksgiving.  There are collection boxes located outside Wesley 
Center all week and in Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings.  
 
Kids’ Club will take place on Friday, 11/20, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  In addition to dinner, 
games, crafts and snack, children will work in teams to put donated food items into bas-
kets which will then be delivered to local families.  Sign-up sheets are located outside the 
Wesley Center or upstairs in the Community Room. 

Contact Pam Unrath,  
Director of Children’s Ministries, 

for information on all  
Children’s Ministries activities & opportunities 

(punrath@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

It’s easy to privately be thankful for things, but how can we show our thankfulness 
for what we have?  Our new 3-week series, “Thankful,” will explore just that.  Join 
us as we talk about family, friends, and our own life situations.  Youth Group meets 
on Sunday night from 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM in the Youth Lounge. 
 
Sunday School is a chance for us to dig into our faith and dissect what it means for 
our lives, all while we get to know each other more as we work to live as part of 
God’s community.  
 

Middle School Sunday School Topic: As Christians, we’re supposed to serve 

others as Jesus would, but what does that really mean in our life?  Come find out and 
join the discussion.  Middle School Sunday School meets on Sunday morning from 
9:30 to. 10:30 a.m. in Room 106.   

High School Sunday School Topic:  We’re commanded to care for and love each 

other, but what does that really mean?  Come find out and be part of the discussion 
as our “Love Thy Neighbor” series continues!  High School Sunday School meets on 
Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Youth Lounge. 

 
The Turkey Bowl is our annual football game on the Sunday following 
Thanksgiving.  Families are welcome to join us for an active game of “two-
hand-touch” rules football!  This year the game will be Sunday, 11/29, from 
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Springhouse Fields. 
 

 

Our annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser with Asbury’s 
Hanging of the Greens is December 5!  Mark your calendars!  

Contact Aaron Forney,  
Director of Youth Ministries,  

for information on all 
Youth Ministries activities & opportunities 
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

EXTRAVAGANT  
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 Eric Yeakel, Senior Pastor eyeakel@asburylv.org 

Garth Olson, Director of Worship golson@asburylv.org 

Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care gasquith@asburylv.org 

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries ltheisen@asburylv.org 

Pam Unrath,  Director of Children’s Ministries punrath@asburylv.org 

Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries  

        & Leader of Open Door Worship Band aforney@asburylv.org 

Karen Bowermaster, Director of PreSchool preschool@asburylv.org 

        & Director of PlayDays playdays@asburylv.org 

Cristina Lenner, Director of Communications clenner@asburylv.org 

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator tgibson@asburylv.org 

Weekly Calendar 

HEAD CUSTODIAN POSITION  
AVAILABLE AT ASBURY 

Full-time head custodian needed. Mon-
day-Thursday & Sunday hours. Must 
maintain building and grounds by super-
vising/scheduling/working with part-time 
staff and facilitate event set-up and tear-
down. Position available immediately. 
Send resume to info@asburylv.org. 

    

Sunday, November 8  Wednesday, November 11 (continued) 

8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary 6:30 p.m. Launching into Bible Study - 210 

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary 6:30 p.m. Journey 101: Knowing God - 217 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School All Ages  6:30 p.m. Church Council - 215 

10:45 a.m. Revelation Bible Study - 217 6:30 p.m. Joyful Noisemakers - 108 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 6:30 p.m. Rainbow Singers - 106 

2:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings - 210/211/215/217 7:00 p.m. Asbury Connection - 108 

5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 7:10 p.m. Youth Choir - 106 

6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner - WC 8:00 p.m. Apostle Ringers - 206 

6:15 p.m. JAM - 210   
6:30 p.m. Youth Group - YL/108 Thursday, November 12 

6:30 p.m. Disciple I - Aldersgate 9:30 a.m. Friendship Circle - Aldersgate 

6:30 p.m. Disciple 2 - 208 6:00 p.m. Brownie Troop 6401 - 106 

7:00 p.m. Dig Deep - 106 6:00 p.m. Open Door Band Rehearsal - WC 

  6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings - 210/211/215/217 

Monday, November 9 6:30 p.m. Pocono Plateau Site Committee Meeting - 208 

5:45 p.m. Dancing Stars Ballet Class - Parlor 7:00 p.m. Memorial Garden Committee Meeting - Ald. 

6:00 p.m. Asbury Trio - Sanctuary 7:00 p.m. NARANON - 108 

6:30 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 6608 - 210 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir - 102 

6:30 p.m. Monday Night Men - 215   
6:30 p.m. FH Transition Team Meeting - 217 Friday, November 13 

7:00 p.m. Sr. High Girls - Offsite 1:00 p.m. AA (Open) - FH 

7:00 p.m. Jubilation Ringers - 206 6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meeting - 211 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 12 - FH/106   
7:00 p.m. Worship Praise Band - Sanctuary Saturday, November 14 

  10:00 a.m. NARANON Area 25 Meeting - 217 

Tuesday, November 10 6:00 p.m. Pioneer Class Social - 217 

12:30 p.m. Program Staff Meeting - Aldersgate   
6:00 p.m. Girl Scout Troop 654 - 219/221 Sunday, November 15  

6:00 p.m. New Mom's Group - 223 8:00 a.m. Heritage Worship - Sanctuary 

6:30 p.m. Children's Ministry Team Meeting - 106 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary 

7:00 p.m. Asbury Volleyball - WC 9:30 a.m. Sunday School All Ages  

7:00 p.m. OA - 108 10:45 a.m. Revelation Bible Study - 217 

7:00 p.m. Prayer and Share Together - 210 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

7:30 p.m. Priscilla Circle - Aldersgate 12:15 p.m. Asbury Ushers Meeting - 217 

  12:30 p.m. Jubilation Ringers Rehearsal - 206 

Wednesday, November 11 2:00 p.m. Pack 12 Den Meetings - 210/211/215/217 

9:00 a.m. Prayer Group - 231 5:00 p.m. Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 

10:30 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study - 108 6:00 p.m. Sunday Night Dinner - WC 

1:00 p.m. AA (Open) - FH 6:00 p.m. Pack 12 Committee Meeting - Aldersgate 

5:30 p.m. Garden of Eatin' - WC 6:30 p.m. Youth Group - YL/108 

5:40 p.m. Faith Ringers - 206 6:30 p.m. Disciple I - 217 

6:00 p.m. District Superintendency Meeting - Aldersgate 6:30 p.m. Disciple 2 - 208 

6:30 p.m. Asbury Quilters - 204   
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