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Our Vision Statement 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8 AM to 4 PM, M ñF 
1533 Springhouse Road  

Allentown, PA 18104  
Phone: 610 -398-2577 

Fax: 610-366-1108 
www.asburylv.org  

Asbury United  

Methodist Church  

@asburyumclv  

In all aspects of our lives, we 
will strive to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

Pastor 

Eric S. Yeakel 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

HERITAGE WORSHIP 
8:00 AM in the Sanctuary  

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
9:30 AM in the Sanctuary  

 

OPEN DOOR WORSHIP 
10:45 AM in the Wesley Center  

 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
11:00 AM in the Sanctuary  

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

During our 9:30 Sunday School 
time, we have childcare for 

infants through three year olds.  
During our 11:00 Service, we have 

childcare available for infants 
through PreK.  

PASSIONATE 

WORSHIP 

Publicity Requests:  

http://publicityform.asburylv.org/  

 

 

 

The Parkland Community Thanksgiving Eve service will be held at 
7:00 PM on Wednesday, 11/26, at Jordan UCC.  Various clergy 
and choir members from Asbury, Jordan UCC, Saint Joseph the 
Worker, and Jordan Lutheran will be participating.  This is a great 
way to express gratitude to God for the blessings in your life.   

If you are hosting Thanksgiving Dinner at your home, it is a great chance for you, with 
gentleness and grace, to share your faith with your family members.  You may remind 
everyone that the purpose of the day is to give thanks to God for His blessings upon us, 
and to pray for others and our nation.  If you are looking to read a short scripture pas-
sage before the meal, a scripture like Psalm 136:1-3, is appropriate ñGive thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of gods. His love 
endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords: His love endures forever.ò 

Next week we begin our series of messages entitled ñThe Carols of Christmas,ò by 
looking at the beautiful Christmas hymn ñO Holy Night."  This carol was written by Adol-
phe Charles Adam, a French composer.  Ironically, it was frowned upon by church au-
thorities who denounced it for poor taste and ñtotal absence of the spirit of religion.ò In 
this message we will look at how this carol speaks to us a message of hope.    

Among the things I am most grateful for is the opportunity to serve as your Senior Pas-
tor here at Asbury.    

     Happy Thanksgiving!  

From Pastor Eric  

DECORATE THE CHURCH 
Itôs Christmas decorating time at Asbury! Come and join 
the fun and celebrate as we trim the trees, hang the 
wreaths, and enjoy coffee or hot chocolate and goodies 
on Saturday, 11/29, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Letôs 
celebrate, have fun, and get ready for Advent which be-
gins Sunday, 11/30. Please contact Dawn Palmquist  
(dawn.palmquist@hotmail.com, 610-398-3074 or 610-
417-4272) for more information. 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS  
Pick up your free Advent Devotional beginning Sunday, 11/23 , and read 
daily to prepare for the celebration of Jesusô birth.  Advent Devotionals, 
which are provided by Asburyôs Prayer Ministry Team, will be  available 
at the Welcome Desks and on the tables outside the Sanctuary and 
Wesley Center.  
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
During Advent, the first two pews in the front of the Sanctuary, both on 
the left and right side will be reserved for prayer before and after the 
worship services.  Many people are dealing with grief, loss, unsaved 
loved ones, financial woes, stress, and much more during the Advent 
season.  Please feel free to come and sit or kneel to pray for concerns 
on your heart either before or after the worship service.  There will be 
cards available to place in a container.  No last names, only first names 
or initials or just a word or two.  The cards will not be viewed but the 
container will be prayed over during the Advent season.  
 

Saturday, 12/6  ~ Advent Celebration  

Spaghetti Dinner  @ 5:00 PM in the Wesley  Center  

Advent Program @ 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary  



RADICAL HOSPITALITY / CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND CARE 

For those who are sick or in the hospital  
Lord, we ask your mercy and healing for all those currently hos-
pitalized or recently discharged, especially Joan Donham and 
Philip Kulp.  We ask you to have mercy on all those in pain, 
both physical and mental and grant them your peace. 

For those who mourn  

Lord, we ask comfort for all who mourn the loss of loved  ones. 
Reassure them of your unending mercy and eternal love.   

For those who need your special help   

Lord, we affirm that your power is infinite and that you love us 

all like a devoted parent.  Gratefully acknowledging your love 

and mercy toward us, we lift up these people for your care:  

Allan Gowôs mother for strengthening and recovery; Joyce 

Mehrtensô son-in-law Vincent, for health issues and recovery 

from surgery.; Deb Goodwin lifts up her stepfather Bob, who 

had a heart attack recently, and her mother who is caring for 

him; Karin Ford asks health and healing for her mom Marian 

who had knee surgery; Lord, be with the broken hearts, offering 

comfort and hope for the future.  A quick recovery for Amanda 

Connorôs nephew in the LVH Pediatric Unit; Lord, we lift up 

Diane McDemus for healing and for relief of suffering from shin-

gles; Uphold Mike, diagnosed with Stage 4 Cancer.  We ask 

safe travel for all those going places for the holiday. 

For our congregation  
To be in worship here with you, Lord, is always uplifting. Thank 
you for providing a blessed place to share our joy in Christ our 
Savior.   

For the world, its people and its leaders  
Have mercy on the peacemakers and allow them to make 
headway in regions torn by war.  Have mercy on all the or-
phans and refugees who are lost and need help. 

With thanksgiving for our joys  
We celebrate the following joys:  From Dave & Dot Torrey, that 
their son Scott returned home safely from Israel and for the 
blessing that he was able to see the Sea of Galilee; From Dave 
& Margie Bell, thank you for answered prayers for Noah; The 
joy that Olivia Nyce turned 13 last week; The huge joy of 
Thanksgiving! 

For our children    
Lord, we ask your continued blessings on our children and on 
all children. 

For the missions we support  
We ask blessings for Rev. Donna Jones. Asbury UMC has sup-
ported Donna and her ministries in the Germantown and North-
east Philadelphia areas. Our prayer is that her flock continues 
to expand and that she continues to share Godôs love with her 
communities.  

 

PRAYERS OF OUR CONGREGATION 
Limitless God, we are ever thankful for blessings granted, knowing that all good things flow from your heart to ours.  

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED:   With grateful thanks to Dave 
McCleary and Don Pahls, who are retiring from driving the 
Asbury van at the end of the year, we are now in need of some 
new drivers to continue this mission.  We especially need 
drivers for the following Sundays: January 11, February 15, 
March 8 and March 29.   If you are interested or need more 
information, please contact Suzanne in the church office (610-
398-2577 or sweida@asburylv.org). 
 
ASBURY CONNECTION COMMITTEE MEETING will be held at 
7:30 PM on Wednesday 12/3 , at Panera (Tilghman and Cedar 
Crest). Join us as we plan activities for our young adults for the 
second half of the year.  For more information contact Dot Hess 
(610-391-9212 or hessdp@ptd.net)  
 
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS are available in the Community 
Room for families that have lost a loved one this past year to 
celebrate the life of that person.  The Parish Health Ministry 
invites anyone interested to take one, either for your own use or 
to give to someone you know who is having a difficult time during 
the holidays. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:   An hour or two a week can make a 
big difference in a child's life! There are teachers at the Ramos 
Elementary School who are in need of classroom volunteers.  
The school is located at 1430 W. Allen St., Allentown, PA.  
Please contact Jeannie Muthard (cjmmfrog@gmail.com) if you 
can help.  You will be blessed by the experience! 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY, 

11/27, & FRIDAY, 11/28, FOR THE THANKSGIVING 

HOLIDAY. INFORMATION TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 

WORSHIP BULLETIN AND ñTHE VINEò FOR 11/30 SHOULD 

BE SUBMITTED TO THE CHURCH OFFICE NO LATER THAN 

8:00 AM ON MONDAY, 11/24.   

 

 

A COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
will be held at Jordan UCC (Walbert Ave. & Rt. 
309) at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 11/26 .  Pastor 
Eric will be participating, along with clergy from 
Jordan Lutheran, St. Joseph the Worker RC 
Church and the host church, Jordan UCC.    

 
UMW PECANS: If you didn't get to purchase pecans at the 
Bazaar, there are only 11 bags left!  Cost is $11.00 for a 16 oz. 
bag, and they may purchased  in the church office during 
business hours. They are great for holiday baking! 
 
THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE [FORMERLY DORCAS/MARTHA] 
will gather in the Aldersgate Room on Thursday, 12/11 , at 10:30 
AM for a Christmas devotional and short meeting.  At 11:30 AM 
the Circle will carpool to The Fairgrounds Hotel, 448 N. 17th 
Street, Allentown, for lunch.  Anyone who did NOT sign up at the 
November meeting and desires to go to lunch may call Karen 
Kutteroff (610-398-7491) by 12/1 for a reservation.   All women 
are welcome.   In case of inclement weather check the Asbury 
website or call a Circle friend. 
 

JOIN US FOR THE 2014 
ASBURY UMW CHRISTMAS TEA!   

 

We are continuing our theme, "Christmas 
Grows Our Hearts."  Join us for food, 
friendship and entertainment on 12/7 from 
12:30ð2:30 PM in Fellowship Hall.  We will 
have a light lunch with beverages and 
desserts and be entertained by the 
Whitehall Chorale. Our special mission 
project this year is playground equipment 
and/or playground supplies for the Ramos 
School.  We will be selling tickets ($8) for 
the tea in the Community Room on 11/23 & 
11/30 between services.  Please also see 
the beautiful themed aprons we will have 
available for sale!  If you have any 
questions, contact Wendy Wright (610-398-
8882 or wendywright000@aol.com).  



INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
RISK-TAKING MISSION 

AND SERVICE 

 

Our annual Turkey Bowl is next Sunday, 11/30, from 2:00ð4:30 PM, at the 
Springhouse Middle School Fields.  The Turkey Bowl is our annual football game on 
the Sunday following Thanksgiving.  Families and friends are more than welcome to 
join us for an active game of ñtwo-hand-touchò rules football!  Not interested in 
football?  Get your crafting side ready and join the Pinterest Party at Asbury during the 
same time period. 
 
There will not be Youth Group this Sunday, 11/23 (Retreat) or next Sunday, 11/30 
(Turkey Bowl). 
 
In Middle School Sunday School this week, weôll finish our ñInkedò series as we 
examine what it looks like to live a life of compassion.  In High School Sunday School, 
weôll continue our examination of the book of Leviticus.   
 
Please pray for those attending the Middle School Fall Retreat for a God-filled, safe 
weekend! 
 
Visit www.asburyym.org/calendar to see the full year calendar and for instructions on 
how to sync our calendar with yours!  Also, if you donôt already, like us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/AsburyYouthMinistries) and be sure to follow us on Twitter 
(@asburyyouthmin)! 

Contact Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries,  
for information on all  

Youth Ministries activities & opportunities  
(aforney@asburylv.org or 610-398-2577). 

 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School: 
 

Staffed child care is available each week for Infants through Age 2 in Room 223.  
This Sunday, Childrenôs Sunday School will complete a two-week study of the Old 
Testament Story about Joseph and the Pharaoh.     
 
Childrenôs Activities: 
 

Each year, Asburyôs children and their families work together to share the love and 
joy of Christmas with children in our neighboring communities through the Holiday 
Gift Box Mission Project.  From 11/23 until 12/14, Asbury will be accepting donations 
of small toys, card games, Nerf balls, Playdoh, crayons, socks, etc.  On 12/14, our 
4th & 5th Grade Sunday School Classes will place those donations in wrapped shoe 
boxes, which will then be delivered to the Sixth Street Shelter and Everlasting Life 
Ministries in Allentown.  If you are interested in making a donation, there will be 
collection boxes located in the Community Room, outside the Wesley Center and in 
Fellowship Hall at the beginning of Sunday School.  We appreciate your willingness 
to share the spirit of the season.   
J.A.M. (Asburyôs 4th & 5th Grade Junior Youth Group) will meet on Sunday, 11/ 30 
from 2:30ð4:00 PM in the Wesley Center.  Please contact Pam Unrath to R.S.V.P. 

Contact Pam Unrath, Director of Childrenôs Ministries, 
for information on all Childrenôs Ministries 

activities & opportunities  
(punrath@asburylv.org  or 610-398-2577). 

 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
is designated to purchase hats and 
mittens for students at the Ramos 
School in Allentown.   Please place your 
monetary contributions in the containers 
at the rear of the Sanctuary or in the 
Wesley Center. 

 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH  
Are you interested in providing gifts for a 
needy family or individual this holiday 
season?  Stop by the Community Room 
starting Sunday, 11/23, and adopt an 
individual and/or family.  We are also in 
dire need of individuals to assist at the sign 
up table between services on 11/23, 11/30, 
& 12/7. It only takes 15 minutes per shift 
and is a great way to contribute to the 
outreach program! We are also looking for 
an individual or family to coordinate this 
outreach as this will the be the final year 
that we are organizing it.  Contact Marc or 
Betsy Dobbs for further information (484-
788-4828 or 610-737-1114).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2 is UMC #GivingTuesday.  
 

UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an 
international movement to extend the spirit 
of giving thanks into the Advent season.  It 
offers an opportunity to start off the holiday 
season by giving instead of getting by 
supporting organizations that are 
transforming the world.  Every gift made 
online through The Advance on 12/2 will be 
matched up to $1 million.  Please visit 
www.umcmission.org/give to search for 
Advance projects and give.  

 
 
 
 

THE ANNUAL THANKS FOR GIVING 
SUPPLY DRIVE FOR THE ALLENTOWN 
RESCUE MISSION ENDS THIS WEEK.  
Please place all donations in the desig-
nated area on Asbury's lower level by 
11/23.   

 
 

Stewardship and Thanksgiving 
In this season of thanksgiving, a sincere 'thank you' is in order to everyone who 
supports our congregation throughout the year with their attendance, service and 
regular financial contributions. 
 

For those of you who are interested, the church offers electronic giving options for 
making donations on a scheduled, automated basis.  It's convenient for you and 
provides much-needed financial consistency for the church. To donate, visit the 
church website at www.asburylv.org and locate the link to the giving page. 

http://www.umcmission.org/give
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 Eric Yeakel, Pastor  eyeakel@asburylv.org  

Glenn Asquith, Director of Congregational Care  gasquith@asburylv.org  

Laurie Wallace Theisen, Director of Lay Ministries  ltheisen@asburylv.org  

Pam Unrath,  Director of Childrenõs Ministries punrath@asburylv.org  

Aaron Forney, Director of Youth Ministries   

        & Leader of Open Door Worship Band  aforney@asburylv.org  

Karen Bowermaster, Director of PreSchool  preschool@asburylv.org  

        & Director of PlayDays  playdays@asburylv.org  

Cristina Lenner, Director of Communications  clenner@asburylv.org  

Tom Gibson, Business Administrator  tgibson@asburylv.org  

Larry Hein, Head Custodian  lhein@asburylv.org  
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Hospitality Corner 
Now that weõre heading into cold and 

flu season, many people prefer not to 

shake hands.  You can offer a friend-

ly wave and smile instead.  

STAFF 
SPOTLIGHT 

Pam Unrath 
Pam Unrath has been the Director of Childrenôs Ministries since February.  Her 
favorite part of the job is (obviously) the kids!  She is married to Steve and has 3 
children ï Emily, Griffin and Jessie.  In her spare time, Pam like to camp, golf, 
run, and spend time with her family.  Her favorite ice cream flavor is chocolate 
chip, and she prefers the mountains to the city, forest or beach.   

 

     

 Sunday, November 23  Wednesday, November 26  

 8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  5:40 p.m.  Faith Ringers - 206 

 9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 6:30 p.m.  Asbury Quilters - 204 

 9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary  7:00 p.m.  Adult Bell Choir - 206 

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  7:00 p.m.  Thanksgiving Eve Service - Jordan UCC  

 10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217 8:00 p.m.  Apostle Ringers - 206 

 10:45 a.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC   

 11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  Thursday, November 27 / Thanksgiving  

 1:00 p.m.  Church of God - FH/106/108  Building & Office Closed  

 2:00 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 12 - 215 7:00 p.m.  NARANON - 108  

 6:00 p.m.  Asbury Basketball - WC   

 6:00 p.m.  Disciple Class - 217   

 6:00 p.m.  Church Council - Aldersgate    

 7:00 p.m.  Dig Deep - 106  Friday, November 28  

   Building & Office Closed  

 Monday, November 24  1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - 108  

 11:00 a.m.  Cooking for Daybreak - WC Kitchen  6:30 p.m.  Pack 12 Den Mtgs - 205/209/211/215  

 1:00 p.m.  D.A.R. Meeting - Parlor    

 5:00 p.m.  AFC Basketball - WC Saturday, November 29  

 6:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts - 108 10:00 a.m.  Church Decorating - Entire building  

 6:30 p.m.  Monday Night Men - 215 10:00 a.m.  Church of God - 106/108  

 6:30 p.m.  Cub Scout Pack 12 - 205   

 6:30 p.m.  Sr. High Girls - Offsite  Sunday, November 30 / Communion  

 7:00 p.m.  Board of Trustees - Aldersgate  8:00 a.m.  Heritage Worship - Sanctuary  

 7:00 p.m.  Jubilation Ringers - 206 9:15 a.m.  God's Rainbow - 200 

 7:00 p.m.  Boy Scout Troop 12 - FH/106  9:30 a.m.  Contemporary Worship - Sanc.  

 7:30 p.m.  Praise Band - Sanctuary  9:30 a.m.  Sunday School All Ages  

   10:45 a.m.  Revelation Bible Study - 217 

 Tuesday, November 25  10:45 a.m.  Open Door Alternative Worship - WC 

 5:30 p.m.  Daisy/Brownie Troop 654 - 221 11:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

 5:30 p.m.  Dancing Stars Ballet Class - FH 1:00 p.m.  Oldenhage Reception - Parlor  

 7:00 p.m.  Asbury Volleyball - WC 1:00 p.m.  Church of God - FH/106/108  

 7:30 p.m.  OA - 204 2:00 p.m.  Turkey Bowl - Springhouse Fields  

 9:00 a.m.  Prayer Group - 231 2:30 p.m.  JAM - WC 

 10:30 a.m.  Wednesday Bible Study - 108 6:00 p.m.  Asbury Basketball - WC 

 1:00 p.m.  AA (Open) - 108 6:00 p.m.  Disciple Class - 217 
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